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The ?j?y?sh?, written by the monk Genshin (942–1017), is one of the most important texts in the history of
Japanese religions. It is the first comprehensive guide to the doctrine and practice of Pure Land Buddhism
written in Japan and so played a pivotal role in establishing this form of Buddhism in the country. In
Genshin’s ?j?y?sh? and the Construction of Pure Land Discourse in Heian Japan, the first book in English
on the ?j?y?sh? in more than forty years, Robert Rhodes draws on the latest scholarship to shed new light on
the text, its author, and the tumultuous age in which it was written.

Rhodes begins by providing substantial discussion on the development of Pure Land Buddhism before the
?j?y?sh?’s appearance and a thorough account of Genshin’s life, the full details of which have never before
been available in English. Japan in the tenth century was marked by far-reaching political, social, and
economic change, all of which had a significant affect on religion, including the emergence of numerous new
religious movements in Kyoto. Pure Land was the most popular of these, and the faith embraced by the
Tendai scholar Genshin when he became disaffected with the growing factionalism at Enrakuji, Tendai’s
central temple. A significant portion of Rhodes’ study is a wide-ranging examination of the ?j?y?sh?’s Pure
Land teachings in which he describes and analyzes Genshin’s interpretations of Pure Land cosmology and
nenbutsu practice. For Genshin the latter encompassed an extensive range of practices for focusing the mind
on Amida Buddha?from the simple recitation of Namu Amidabutsu (“recitative nenbutsu”) to the advanced
meditative practice of visualizing the buddha (“meditative nenbutsu”). According to the ?j?y?sh?, all of
these are effective means for ensuring birth in Amida’s Pure Land.

This impressively researched and updated treatment of the formative text in the Japanese Pure Land tradition
will be welcomed by all scholars and students of Japanese religions. It also offers a fascinating window into
Heian (794–1185) religious life, which will be of interest to anyone concerned with medieval Japan.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Witt:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Genshin's Oj?y?sh? and the Construction
of Pure Land Discourse in Heian Japan (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) will make you to become smarter. You
can feel more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading the
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for
best book or suitable book with you?

Shawn McDonald:

The knowledge that you get from Genshin's Oj?y?sh? and the Construction of Pure Land Discourse in Heian
Japan (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Genshin's Oj?y?sh? and the Construction of Pure Land Discourse in Heian Japan (Pure Land Buddhist
Studies) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Genshin's Oj?y?sh? and the
Construction of Pure Land Discourse in Heian Japan (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) instantly.

Duane Harden:

Genshin's Oj?y?sh? and the Construction of Pure Land Discourse in Heian Japan (Pure Land Buddhist
Studies) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Genshin's Oj?y?sh? and the Construction of Pure Land
Discourse in Heian Japan (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) although doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jerry Hull:

This Genshin's Oj?y?sh? and the Construction of Pure Land Discourse in Heian Japan (Pure Land Buddhist
Studies) is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your
hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this Genshin's Oj?y?sh? and the Construction of Pure Land
Discourse in Heian Japan (Pure Land Buddhist Studies) can be the light food to suit your needs because the



information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book
kind for your better life and also knowledge.
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