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The exploits of Alexander the Great were so remarkable that for centuries after his death the Macedonian
ruler seemed a figure more of legend than of history. Thinkers of the European Enlightenment, searching for
ancient models to understand contemporary affairs, were the first to critically interpret Alexander’s
achievements. As Pierre Briant shows, in the minds of eighteenth-century intellectuals and philosophes,
Alexander was the first European: a successful creator of empire who opened the door to new sources of
trade and scientific knowledge, and an enlightened leader who brought the fruits of Western civilization to an
oppressed and backward “Orient.”

In France, Scotland, England, and Germany, Alexander the Great became an important point of reference in
discourses from philosophy and history to political economy and geography. Voltaire, Montesquieu, and
Robertson asked what lessons Alexander’s empire-building had to teach modern Europeans. They saw the
ancient Macedonian as the embodiment of the rational and benevolent Western ruler, a historical model to be
emulated as Western powers accelerated their colonial expansion into Asia, India, and the Middle East.

For a Europe that had to contend with the formidable Ottoman Empire, Alexander provided an important
precedent as the conqueror who had brought great tyrants of the “Orient” to heel. As The First European
makes clear, in the minds of Europe’s leading thinkers, Alexander was not an aggressive militarist but a
civilizing force whose conquests revitalized Asian lands that had lain stagnant for centuries under the lash of
despotic rulers.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kopp:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer
that question because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific The First European: A History
of Alexander in the Age of Empire to read.

Pauline Mueller:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The First European: A History of Alexander
in the Age of Empire is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Jimmy Putnam:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
protect may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not
since fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be The First European: A History of
Alexander in the Age of Empire why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Paula Salas:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
ok you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The First European: A
History of Alexander in the Age of Empire which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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