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How does a person get defined as a black, both socially and legally, in the United States? This is the first
comprehensive study of the so-called "one-drop rule" that defines as black any person having at least one
black ancestor. Who is Black? provides both a history and an analysis of miscegenation in the United States,
showing how a black person is defined, how this definition emerged from the slave South to become the
nation's definition with the backing of state and federal courts, how the definition works in everyday life, and
what the consequences of the definition are.

According to the one-drop rule, anyone with at least one African black ancestor is black, even if the
individual appears to be white. The rule originated during the era of slavery in the South and has come to be
taken for granted, strongly supported by blacks and whites alike. No other nation defines a black person in
this fashion. Davis provides a comparison of the one-drop rule with six other ways of defining the status of
racially mixed persons in societies around the world, from Latin America to South Africa. No other racially
(biologically) distinctive minority group in the United States is subject to a one-drop rule. The concept of
"passing as white," which reflects the one-drop rule, applies only to persons with some African black
ancestry. As a consequence, persons with even very small fractions of black ancestry cannot be assimilated
in the United States as people with one-fourth or less American Indian or East Asian ancestry can be.

Davis discusses the dilemmas of racial identity experienced by well-known public figures, including Lena
Home, Adam Clayton Powell, and Walter White of the NAACP. Conflicts over color in the black
community are also discussed, along with such further problems as collective anxieties, the racial identity of
transracially adopted children, different modes of adjustment to ambiguities about racial identity, and
personal traumas. Finally, the question of potential changes in the one-drop rule is considered in order to
demonstrate how entrenched the rule now is in the black community as well as the white, and why.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Dyson:

The book Who Is Black?: One Nation's Definition give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Who Is Black?: One Nation's
Definition to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and
read a e-book Who Is Black?: One Nation's Definition. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Jared Smith:

This Who Is Black?: One Nation's Definition book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
That Who Is Black?: One Nation's Definition without we understand teach the one who examining it become
critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Who Is Black?: One Nation's Definition can
bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Who Is Black?: One Nation's Definition having good arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Betty Neal:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Who Is Black?: One Nation's Definition your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get before. The Who Is Black?: One Nation's Definition giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Mary Patterson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by
its handle may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Who Is Black?: One Nation's Definition why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.
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