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For a thousand years across the length and breadth of China and beyond, people have burned paper replicas
of valuable things?most often money?for the spirits of deceased family members, ancestors, and myriads of
demons and divinities. Although frequently denigrated as wasteful and vulgar and at times prohibited by
governing elites, today this venerable custom is as popular as ever. Burning Money explores the cultural
logic of this common practice while addressing larger anthropological questions concerning the nature of
value. The heart of the work integrates Chinese and Western thought and analytics to develop a theoretical
framework that the author calls a “materialist aesthetics.” This includes consideration of how the burning of
paper money meshes with other customs in China and around the world.

The work examines the custom in contemporary everyday life, its origins in folklore and history, as well as
its role in common rituals, in the social formations of dynastic and modern times, and as a “sacrifice” in the
act of consecrating the paper money before burning it. Here the author suggests a great divide between the
modern means of cultural reproduction through ideology and reification, with its emphasis on nature and
realism, and previous pre-capitalist means through ritual and mystification, with its emphasis on authenticity.
The final chapters consider how the burning money custom has survived its encounter with the modern
global system and internet technology.

Innovative and original in its interpretation of a common ritual in Chinese popular religion, Burning Money
will be welcomed by scholars and students of Chinese religion as well as comparative religion specialists and
anthropologists interested in contemporary social theory.
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From reader reviews:

Carson McDonald:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the Burning Money: The Material Spirit of the
Chinese Lifeworld is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Gail Brasfield:

This book untitled Burning Money: The Material Spirit of the Chinese Lifeworld to be one of several books
which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Mark Mata:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day
to reading a e-book. The book Burning Money: The Material Spirit of the Chinese Lifeworld it is extremely
good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high
quality.

Norma Wilson:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By
the book Burning Money: The Material Spirit of the Chinese Lifeworld we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Burning Money: The
Material Spirit of the Chinese Lifeworld. You can more desirable than now.
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