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One of the earliest New World naturalists, José Celestino Mutis began his professional life as a physician in
Spain and ended it as a scientist and natural philosopher in modern-day Colombia. Drawing on new
translations of Mutis's nearly forgotten writings, this fascinating story of scientific adventure in eighteenth-
century South America retrieves Mutis's contributions from obscurity.

In 1760, the 28-year-old Mutis?newly appointed as the personal physician of the Viceroy of the New
Kingdom of Granada?embarked on a 48-year exploration of the natural world of northern South America.
His thirst for knowledge led Mutis to study the region's flora, become a professor of mathematics, construct
the first astronomical observatory in the Western Hemisphere, and amass one of the largest scientific
libraries in the world. He translated Newton's writings and penned essays about Copernicus; lectured
extensively on astronomy, geography, and meteorology; and eventually became a priest. But, as two-time
Pulitzer Prize–winner Edward O. Wilson and Spanish natural history scholar José M. Gómez Durán reveal in
this enjoyable and illustrative account, one of Mutis's most magnificent accomplishments involved ants.

Acting at the urging of Carl Linnaeus?the father of taxonomy?shortly after he arrived in the New Kingdom
of Granada, Mutis began studying the ants that swarmed everywhere. Though he lacked any entomological
training, Mutis built his own classification for the species he found and named at a time when New World
entomology was largely nonexistent. His unorthodox catalog of army ants, leafcutters, and other six-legged
creatures found along the banks of the Magdalena provided a starting point for future study.

Wilson and Durán weave a compelling, fast-paced story of ants on the march and the eighteenth-century
scientist who followed them. A unique glance into the early world of science exploration, Kingdom of Ants is
a delight to read and filled with intriguing information.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Gray:

The book Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the Dawn of Natural History in the New World can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the Dawn of Natural
History in the New World? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book
Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the Dawn of Natural History in the New World has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by open
and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Evelyn Roberts:

This Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the Dawn of Natural History in the New World book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the
Dawn of Natural History in the New World without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the
Dawn of Natural History in the New World can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the Dawn of Natural History in the New World having excellent
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Teresa Thomas:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the Dawn of Natural History in the New
World book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer associated with Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the Dawn of Natural History in
the New World content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are
not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Kingdom of
Ants: José Celestino Mutis and the Dawn of Natural History in the New World is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Richard Vedder:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing



that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Kingdom of Ants: José Celestino
Mutis and the Dawn of Natural History in the New World, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.
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