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In this groundbreaking book, renowned art historian Hans Belting proposes a new anthropological theory for
interpreting human picture making. Rather than focus exclusively on pictures as they are embodied in
various media such as painting, sculpture, or photography, he links pictures to our mental images and
therefore our bodies. The body is understood as a "living medium" that produces, perceives, or remembers
images that are different from the images we encounter through handmade or technical pictures. Refusing to
reduce images to their material embodiment yet acknowledging the importance of the historical media in
which images are manifested, An Anthropology of Images presents a challenging and provocative new
account of what pictures are and how they function.

The book demonstrates these ideas with a series of compelling case studies, ranging from Dante's picture
theory to post-photography. One chapter explores the tension between image and medium in two "media of
the body," the coat of arms and the portrait painting. Another, central chapter looks at the relationship
between image and death, tracing picture production, including the first use of the mask, to early funerary
rituals in which pictures served to represent the missing bodies of the dead. Pictures were tools to re-embody
the deceased, to make them present again, a fact that offers a surprising clue to the riddle of presence and
absence in most pictures and that reveals a genealogy of pictures obscured by Platonic picture theory.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book An Anthropology of Images: Picture,
Medium, Body. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Keesha Marks:

This book untitled An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body to be one of several books in which
best seller in this year, that's because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You
will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher
with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Caroline Edwards:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they
write about the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this
An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body.

Bruce Hensley:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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