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“The term ‘coconut’ is one of several edible designations, including ‘bounty’ (from the American Bounty
chocolate bar), ‘topdeck’ (a South African chocolate bar) ‘apple,’ ‘banana,’ and, of course, ‘oreo’ (from the
American Oreo cookie), used to designate someone who, due to his or her behaviour, identifications, or
because they have been raised by whites, is ‘black’ on the ‘outside’ and ‘white’ on the ‘inside.’ In South
Africa, the appellation ‘coconut’ is currently in extensive circulation, and is closely tied to class mobility as
indicated through speaking a specific kind of ‘white’ English. When used by those who are claiming access
to an authentic blackness of whatever shade, the term has derogatory implications of inauthenticity,
artificiality and, sometimes, shameful or shameless aspiration.”
(From the Introduction)

In this book Natasha Distiller explores historic and contemporary uses of Shakespeare in South African
society which illustrate the complexities of colonial and post-colonial realities as they relate to iconic
Englishness. Beginning with Solomon Plaatje, the author looks at the development of an elite group educated
in English and able to use Shakespeare to formulate South African works and South African identities.
Refusing simple or easy answers, Distiller then explores the South African Shakespearian tradition
postapartheid. Touching on the work of, amongst others, Can Themba, Bloke Modisane, Antony Sher,
Stephen Francis, Rico Schacherl and Kopano Matlwa, and including the popular media as well as school
textbooks, Shakespeare and the Coconuts engages with aspects of South Africa’s complicated, painful,
fascinating political and cultural worlds, and their intersections.

Written in an accessible style to explain current cultural theory, Shakespeare and the Coconuts will be of
interest to students, academics and the general interested reader.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Spradlin:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Shakespeare and
the Coconuts: On Post-apartheid South African Culture? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Sarah McClain:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Shakespeare and the Coconuts: On Post-
apartheid South African Culture book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Steven Allen:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Shakespeare and the
Coconuts: On Post-apartheid South African Culture that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick Shakespeare and the Coconuts: On Post-apartheid
South African Culture become your current starter.

Laurie Cales:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and soon. The Shakespeare and the Coconuts: On Post-apartheid South African Culture will give you new
experience in reading through a book.
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