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The hereditary monarchy of the Wangchuk dynasty was established in 1907 in the independent Himalayan
state of Bhutan, thus introducing one of the world's most recent experiments in kingship. The new order
quickly replaced a theocracy founded in the seventeenth century by the first of the "Dharma Rajas", a lineage
of reincarnating lamas known by the title of Shabdrung. The first king of the new dynasty, Ugyen Wangchuk
(1862-1926), was a charismatic figure who came to power against a turbulent background of incessant and
complex feuding. He adopted as the unique symbol of his authority a crown surmounted by the head of a
raven. The bird represents a form of Mahakala, Bhutan's guardian deity. The prototype of the founding
monarch's Raven Crown had first been devised as a battle helmet for his father, Jigme Namgyel (1825-81).
Known as the Black Regent, he had worn it in bloody struggles against his many rivals within the country
and against the British who tried, unsuccessfully, to subdue him. The story of the Wangchuk dynasty's rise
and triumph moves from a picture of turmoil and chaos to one of relative peace and stability. In contrast with
earlier published ac- counts based solely on the colonial records of British India, here the narrative is
founded on the Bhutanese chronicles which offer a new perspective and bring many new details to light. The
ethnic and historical context is outlined before recounting the turbulent career of the Black Regent, followed
by the lives and achievements of the first two kings. The book is copiously illustrated with rare historical
photographs that have come to light in private and public collections in the United Kingdom. Most of these
vivid images have never previously been published. They provide a lively depth and focus to the unfolding
narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy Caudle:

Here thing why this specific The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan are different
and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist
Monarchy in Bhutan giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no book that similar with The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in
Bhutan. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in park, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan in e-
book can be your choice.

Lester Gibbons:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get ahead of. The The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan giving
you a different experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better
life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Michael Patterson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.

Pat Tran:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan can
give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't



and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Raven Crown: The Origins
of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan.
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