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Book three of the Italian poet Matteo Maria Boiardo's epic poem Orlando innamorato (Orlando in Love) was
published posthumously in 1494; in 1532, the poet Ludovico Ariosto published his final version of a sequel,
Orlando furioso (The Frenzy of Orlando). At the end of his poem, Boiardo tells the tale of the princess
Fiordispina's unfulfilled desire for the maiden warrior Bradamante, a story that Ariosto retells in the body of
his later work.

In Hopeless Love, Mary-Michelle DeCoste examines both versions of the Fiordispina and Bradamante
episode using feminist and queer theory. DeCoste then links these treatments of queer female desire to their
wider cultural contexts by exploring their antecedents in genres such as medieval romance epic and
hagiography and by examining similar tropes in other sixteenth-century romance epics. An important work
on a previously overlooked subject, Hopeless Love uncovers the diffusion of queer female desire in Italian
literature and promotes a better understanding of sexuality in medieval and Renaissance Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Tuggle:

The event that you get from Hopeless Love: Boiardo, Ariosto, and Narratives of Queer Female Desire
(Toronto Italian Studies) may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Hopeless
Love: Boiardo, Ariosto, and Narratives of Queer Female Desire (Toronto Italian Studies) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific Hopeless Love:
Boiardo, Ariosto, and Narratives of Queer Female Desire (Toronto Italian Studies) instantly.

Denise Swann:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Hopeless Love: Boiardo, Ariosto, and Narratives of Queer Female Desire (Toronto Italian Studies), you
can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Carrie Francis:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Hopeless Love: Boiardo, Ariosto, and Narratives of Queer Female
Desire (Toronto Italian Studies) can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one
book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This kind of book
can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate?
Let us have Hopeless Love: Boiardo, Ariosto, and Narratives of Queer Female Desire (Toronto Italian
Studies).

Kent Moore:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the book



Hopeless Love: Boiardo, Ariosto, and Narratives of Queer Female Desire (Toronto Italian Studies) we can
get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this
time book Hopeless Love: Boiardo, Ariosto, and Narratives of Queer Female Desire (Toronto Italian
Studies). You can more pleasing than now.
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