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Darkness has a history and a uniquely modern form. Distinct from night, shadows, and artificial light,
“artificial darkness” has been overlooked—until now. In fact, controlled darkness was essential to the rise of
photography and cinema, science and spectacle, and a century of advanced art and film. Artificial Darkness
is the first book to historicize and theorize this phenomenon and map its applications across a range of media
and art forms.

In exploring how artificial darkness shaped modern art, film, and media, Noam M. Elcott addresses seminal
and obscure works alongside their sites of production—such as photography darkrooms, film studios, and
laboratories—and their sites of reception, including theaters, cinemas, and exhibitions. He argues that artists,
scientists, and entertainers like Étienne-Jules Marey, Richard Wagner, Georges Méliès, and Oskar
Schlemmer revolutionized not only images but also everything surrounding them: the screen, the darkness,
and the experience of bodies and space. At the heart of the book is “the black screen,” a technology of
darkness that spawned today’s blue and green screens and has undergirded numerous advanced art and film
practices to this day.

Turning familiar art and film narratives on their heads, Artificial Darkness is a revolutionary treatment of an
elusive, yet fundamental, aspect of art and media history.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Johnson:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern
Art and Media will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think this open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with you?

Lidia Flynn:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Artificial
Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art and Media suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art
and Mediais the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Terry Klatt:

The book Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art and Media has a lot details on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this book.

Linda Justice:

You can find this Artificial Darkness: An Obscure History of Modern Art and Media by go to the bookstore
or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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