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The United States has always proved an inviting home for boosters, sharp dealers, and outright swindlers.
Worship of entrepreneurial freedom has complicated the task of distinguishing aggressive salesmanship from
unacceptable deceit, especially on the frontiers of innovation. At the same time, competitive pressures have
often nudged respectable firms to embrace deception. As a result, fraud has been a key feature of American
business since its beginnings. In this sweeping narrative, Edward Balleisen traces the history of fraud in
America--and the evolving efforts to combat it--from the age of P. T. Barnum through the eras of Charles
Ponzi and Bernie Madoff.

Starting with an early nineteenth-century American legal world of "buyer beware," this unprecedented
account describes the slow, piecemeal construction of modern regulatory institutions to protect consumers
and investors, from the Gilded Age through the New Deal and the Great Society. It concludes with the more
recent era of deregulation, which has brought with it a spate of costly frauds, including the savings and loan
crisis, corporate accounting scandals, and the recent mortgage-marketing debacle.

By tracing how Americans have struggled to foster a vibrant economy without enabling a corrosive level of
fraud, this book reminds us that American capitalism rests on an uneasy foundation of social trust.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Duncan:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Fraud: An American History from Barnum to Madoff.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book Fraud: An American History from Barnum to Madoff. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kenneth Vargas:

The feeling that you get from Fraud: An American History from Barnum to Madoff is a more deep you
looking the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Fraud: An American History from Barnum to Madoff giving
you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through
anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this Fraud: An American History from Barnum to Madoff
instantly.

Lily Tarver:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Fraud: An
American History from Barnum to Madoff suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Fraud: An American History from Barnum to Madoffis the
main of several books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Edward Donnelly:

The particular book Fraud: An American History from Barnum to Madoff will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Fraud: An American History from Barnum to
Madoff is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.
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