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Oscar Peterson's career as a jazz pianist has spanned over five decades. During that time, he has recorded
nearly 90 albums, won seven Grammys, and earned lifetime achievement awards from the Black Theatre
Workshop, the Peabody Conservatory of Music, and the National Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences.
He has played with, and come to know, many of the genre's greatest contributors, including Ella Fitzgerald,
Dizzy Gillespie, Count Basie, Nat King Cole, Louis Armstrong, and Duke Ellington. Peterson chronicles his
storied career in A Jazz Odyssey: The Life of Oscar Peterson.Organized chronologically, A Jazz Odyssey
takes readers through the development of jazz over the course of the late 20th century as seen by one of the
jazz world's most celebrated figures. Peterson guides readers through the turbulent 1940s, when he was
playing with the Johnny Holmes Orchestra in Montreal, and first met Norman Granz - the jazz producer who
would launch his career. With Granz, he joined Jazz at the Philharmonic, playing at Carnegie Hall and
touring all over North America. A Jazz Odyssey also brings readers to the birth of the Oscar Peterson Trio -
where Peterson would hone his trademark arrangement of piano, guitar, and bass and work with the likes of
Ray Brown, Barney Kessel, and Herb Ellis. Peterson describes the endless practice sessions and tireless work
ethic that earned the group the reputation of the hardest working trio in the business. He also describes
meeting his idol Art Tatum during the 1950s and touring with him in Jazz at the Philharmonic.A Jazz
Odyssey explores the process behind cutting the dozens of albums that the Oscar Peterson Trio cut during the
1950s. The trio's incarnation at that time included Peterson, himself, in addition to Herb Ellis and Ray Brown
- a group that would become known as one of the greatest jazz combinations of the time. Peterson calls the
1960s "years of unbelievable music," as Ellis's retirement brought the renowned Ed Thigpen into the trio.
During the 1960s, Peterson also opened the Advanced School of Contemporary Music in Toronto, Ontario,
and released his first major composition, "Canadian Suite." A Jazz Odyssey delves into Peterson's
relationship with German millionaire and jazz fanatic Hans Georg Brunner-Schwer, a friendship which
Peterson credits with helping him create some of his best recordings ever. A Jazz Odyssey looks at the new
incarnations of the Oscar Peterson Trio during the 1970s, but also examines the great deal of philanthropic
work Peterson did for the nation of Canada. Over time, he would be recognized as an outstanding advocate
for Canadian culture, eventually winning the title of Officer of the Order of Canada from the national
government. Oscar discusses his experiences through the 1980s and 90s, the period when he turned more
toward composing than performing, and saw one of his goals come to fruition with the performance of his
"Easter Suite" composition. Peterson speaks candidly about his personal life throughout A Jazz Odyssey -
giving readers a rare look at the private life of the jazz star. He discusses meeting his wife early on in his
career and the role that she played in his work. He also recalls the debilitating arthritis he dealt with
throughout the 80s and 90s - the condition that would prevent him from going out on the road, even though
touring had been his whole life up until then. With the humor and energy that has characterized his
personality throughout his brilliant career, Peterson also talks about his life after his stroke in the mid-
1990s.In 1997 Oscar Peterson received a Grammy for Lifetime Achievement and an International Jazz Hall
of Fame Award, proof that he is still regarded as one of the greatest jazz musicians ever to play. A Jazz
Odyssey is a revealing, fascinating look inside the career and life of a jazz world luminary.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Stein:

The reserve untitled A Jazz Odyssey: The Life of Oscar Peterson is the guide that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of study when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also will get the e-book of A Jazz Odyssey: The Life of Oscar Peterson from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Denise Lee:

Exactly why? Because this A Jazz Odyssey: The Life of Oscar Peterson is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have got such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Jose Gower:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled A
Jazz Odyssey: The Life of Oscar Peterson your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get
ahead of. The A Jazz Odyssey: The Life of Oscar Peterson giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Heidi Crenshaw:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Jazz Odyssey: The Life of Oscar
Peterson publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question A Jazz Odyssey: The
Life of Oscar Peterson as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that
can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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