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Balancing respect for religious conviction and the values of liberal democracy is a daunting challenge for
judges and lawmakers, particularly when religious groups seek exemption from laws that govern others.
Should members of religious sects be able to use peyote in worship? Should pacifists be forced to take part in
military service when there is a draft, and should this depend on whether they are religious? How can the law
address the refusal of parents to provide medical care to their children--or the refusal of doctors to perform
abortions? Religion and the Constitution presents a new framework for addressing these and other
controversial questions that involve competing demands of fairness, liberty, and constitutional validity.

In the first of two major volumes on the intersection of constitutional and religious issues in the United
States, Kent Greenawalt focuses on one of the Constitution's main clauses concerning religion: the Free
Exercise Clause. Beginning with a brief account of the clause's origin and a short history of the Supreme
Court's leading decisions about freedom of religion, he devotes a chapter to each of the main controversies
encountered by judges and lawmakers. Sensitive to each case's context in judging whether special treatment
of religious claims is justified, Greenawalt argues that the state's treatment of religion cannot be reduced to a
single formula.

Calling throughout for religion to be taken more seriously as a force for meaning in people's lives, Religion
and the Constitution aims to accommodate the maximum expression of religious conviction that is consistent
with a commitment to fairness and the public welfare.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hood:

With other case, little persons like to read book Religion and the Constitution, Volume 1: Free Exercise and
Fairness. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book Religion and the Constitution, Volume 1: Free Exercise and Fairness. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple
point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Vickie Hintz:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take Religion and the Constitution, Volume 1: Free Exercise and
Fairness as the daily resource information.

Brandon Phelan:

Beside this specific Religion and the Constitution, Volume 1: Free Exercise and Fairness in your phone, it
could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live
in narrow community. It is good thing to have Religion and the Constitution, Volume 1: Free Exercise and
Fairness because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you
do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in your hand.
The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss this? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Patricia Humes:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just trying to find the Religion and the Constitution, Volume 1: Free Exercise and Fairness when you



necessary it?
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