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Design pervades our lives. Everything from drafting a PowerPoint presentation to planning a state-of-the-art
bridge embodies this universal human activity. But what makes a great design? In this compelling and wide-
ranging look at the essence of invention, distinguished engineer and author Henry Petroski argues that, time
and again, we have built success on the back of failure--not through easy imitation of success.

Success through Failure shows us that making something better--by carefully anticipating and thus averting
failure--is what invention and design are all about. Petroski explores the nature of invention and the character
of the inventor through an unprecedented range of both everyday and extraordinary examples--illustrated
lectures, child-resistant packaging for drugs, national constitutions, medical devices, the world's tallest
skyscrapers, long-span bridges, and more. Stressing throughout that there is no surer road to eventual failure
than modeling designs solely on past successes, he sheds new light on spectacular failures, from the
destruction of the Tacoma Narrows Bridge in 1940 and the space shuttle disasters of recent decades, to the
collapse of the World Trade Center in 2001.

Petroski also looks at the prehistoric and ancient roots of many modern designs. The historical record,
especially as embodied in failures, reveals patterns of human social behavior that have implications for large
structures like bridges and vast organizations like NASA. Success through Failure--which will fascinate
anyone intrigued by design, including engineers, architects, and designers themselves--concludes by
speculating on when we can expect the next major bridge failure to occur, and the kind of bridge most likely
to be involved.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Pullen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Success through Failure: The Paradox of Design. Try to the
actual book Success through Failure: The Paradox of Design as your close friend. It means that it can to get
your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Darrin Russell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled Success through Failure: The Paradox of Design can be good book to read.
May be it is usually best activity to you.

Raymond Augustus:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Success through Failure: The
Paradox of Design, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

James Voyles:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Success through Failure: The Paradox of Design
why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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