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The cultures of the great empires of the ancient Near East from Egypt to Mesopotamia influenced Israel's
religion, literature, and laws because of Israel's geographic location and political position situation. Anyone
who wishes to understand the Old Testament texts and the history of ancient Israel must become familiar
with the history, literature, and society of the surrounding kingdoms that at times controlled the region. Brief
in presentation yet broad in scope, Ancient Near East will introduce students to the information and ideas
essential to understanding the texts of the Old Testament while clarifying difficult issues concerning the
relationship between Israel and its neighbors. 

Abingdon Essential Guides fulfill the need for brief, substantive, yet highly accessible introductions to the
core disciplines in biblical, theological, and religious studies.

The only way humans can know God’s Word is through human words that arise in human cultures. Without 
knowledge of ancient cultures, no words about God can be understood deeply. Without  knowledge of
ancient cultures, biblical interpretation can be distorted, mistaken, or even wrong. John McLaughlin has
written a wonderful book in clear English that describes literary works and cultural worlds of major
civilizations in antiquity that have bearing on the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible. He explains basic concepts,
terminology, and texts to help students, scholars, and even perhaps preachers who want to understand God’s
word expressed through human words.
--Kathleen M. O’Connor, William Marcellus McPheeters Professor of Old Testament, emeriti, Columbia
Theological Seminary

In this work, John McLaughlin offers a special invitation to readers of the Bible to comprehend biblical
writings in a fresh way by showing how they relate to the literatures of ancient Middle Eastern empires and
peoples.  Chapter-by-chapter, this book gives a tour of the ancient lands and their texts, showing the rich and
deep parallels that they share with the Bible. The chapters walk readers through Mesopotamia and Egypt,
through the Hittite and Persian empires, to Greece and finally to Israel’s immediate neighbors. Without
needing any background, readers will be able to enjoy new discoveries about Israel and its Scriptures. 
--Mark S. Smith, Skirball Professor of Bible and Ancient Near Eastern Studies, New York University
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Weimer:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Ancient Near East
(An Essential Guide) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Bruce England:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The The Ancient Near East (An Essential Guide) will give you new experience in
looking at a book.

Julie Boyle:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Ancient Near East (An Essential
Guide) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?

Stuart Rosado:

You can obtain this The Ancient Near East (An Essential Guide) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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