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The Profits of Religion: An Essay in Economic Interpretation is a snapshot of the religious movements in the
U.S. before its entry into World War I. The book is the first of the "Dead Hand" series: six books Upton
Sinclair wrote on American institutions. The series also includes The Brass Check (journalism), The Goose-
step (higher education), The Goslings (elementary and high school education), Mammonart (art) and Money
Writes! (literature). The term "Dead Hand" ironically refers to Adam Smith's concept that allowing an
"invisible hand" of individual self interest to shape economic relations provides the best result for society as
a whole. In this book, Sinclair attacks institutionalized religion as a "source of income to parasites, and the
natural ally of every form of oppression and exploitation." Most clergymen are hypocrites, but they are not
entirely to blame. Like other men, they are victimized by "the competitive wage-system, which presents
them with the alternative to swindle or to starve." Sinclair savages the Episcopal establishment for
transforming the proletarian Jesus into a defender of wealth and privilege, and for a long history of alliance
with political power in England and the United states. Turning to the "nonconforming" Protestant sects,
adherents of "The Church of the Merchants" are focused on achieving prosperity within the existing
economic system. So are the devotees of the mostly California-based 'new religions' or 'cults', including New
Thought.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

This The Profits of Religion book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh,
you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific
The Profits of Religion without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't be worry The Profits of Religion can bring if you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Profits of
Religion having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Doris Griffin:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Profits of
Religion book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Stephen Rael:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Profits of Religion, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Matthew Simons:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Profits of Religion, you can
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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