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Questions about the dignity of the human person give rise to many of the most central and hotly disputed
topics in bioethics. In A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of
Conscience, Christopher Kaczor investigates whether each human being has intrinsic dignity and whether the
very concept of "dignity" has a useful place in contemporary ethical debates. Kaczor explores a broad range
of issues addressed in contemporary bioethics, including whether there is a duty of "procreative
beneficence," the ethics of ectopic pregnancy, and the possibility of "rescuing" human embryos with human
wombs or artificial wombs. A Defense of Dignity also treats issues relevant to the end of life, including
physician-assisted suicide, provision of food and water to patients in a persistent vegetative state, and how to
proceed with organ donation following death. Finally, what are the duties and prerogatives of health care
professionals who refuse in conscience to take part in activities that they regard as degrading to human
dignity? Should they be forced to do what they consider to be violations of the patient's well being, or does
patient autonomy always trump the conscience of a health care professional?
 
Grounded in the Catholic intellectual and moral tradition, A Defense of Dignity argues that all human beings
from the beginning to the end of their lives should be treated with respect and considers how this belief
should be applied in controversial cases.
 
"A Defense of Dignity provides a skillful, informed, and clear philosophical analysis, from a natural law
perspective, of a range of controversial, and sometimes complex, bioethical questions concerning the
beginning and end of life. Few authors approach bioethics from a natural law perspective, and few do it as
well as Christopher Kaczor. The book should be of interest not only to natural law philosophers and their
students, but also to anyone interested in bioethics." —John Keown, Georgetown University

"Moral questions at the beginning and ending of life and controversies over liberty of conscience are among
the most vexing and important issues of our day. Christopher Kaczor brings his characteristic moral
seriousness and philosophical good sense to his treatment of these issues, all of which implicate the key
concept of human dignity. This eminently readable collection will provide an invaluable resource for
educators and students alike." —Christopher Tollefsen, University of South Carolina
 
“Indispensable. Kaczor untangles the various meanings of human dignity to undertake a reexamination of the
most serious and difficult issues in medical ethics. The book combines clarity with philosophical precision,
faithfulness to Catholic teaching with a thorough engagement with critics." —J. Budziszewski, University
of Texas at Austin
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life,
Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) book as this book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there
is no doubt in it you may already know.

Evelyn Blow:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a reserve. The book A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights
of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Abel Graham:

A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies
in Medical Ethics) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of
Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Percy Brown:

This A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life, Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND
Studies in Medical Ethics) is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for
you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
info accurately using great organize word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences



but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having A Defense of Dignity: Creating Life,
Destroying Life, and Protecting the Rights of Conscience (ND Studies in Medical Ethics) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that
offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading
book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?
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