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From New Yorker staff writer and bestselling author of The Nine and The Run of His Life: The People
v. O. J. Simpson, the definitive account of the kidnapping and trial that defined an insane era in
American history
 
On February 4, 1974, Patty Hearst, a sophomore in college and heiress to the Hearst family fortune, was
kidnapped by a ragtag group of self-styled revolutionaries calling itself the Symbionese Liberation Army.
The already sensational story took the first of many incredible twists on April 3, when the group released a
tape of Patty saying she had joined the SLA and had adopted the nom de guerre “Tania.”
     The weird turns of the tale are truly astonishing—the Hearst family trying to secure Patty’s release by
feeding all the people of Oakland and San Francisco for free; the bank security cameras capturing “Tania”
wielding a machine gun during a robbery; a cast of characters including everyone from Bill Walton to the
Black Panthers to Ronald Reagan to F. Lee Bailey; the largest police shoot-out in American history; the first
breaking news event to be broadcast live on television stations across the country; Patty’s year on the lam,
running from authorities; and her circuslike trial, filled with theatrical courtroom confrontations and a
dramatic last-minute reversal, after which the term “Stockholm syndrome” entered the lexicon.  
     The saga of Patty Hearst highlighted a decade in which America seemed to be suffering a collective
nervous breakdown. Based on more than a hundred interviews and thousands of previously
secret documents, American Heiress thrillingly recounts the craziness of the times (there were an average of
1,500 terrorist bombings a year in the early 1970s). Toobin portrays the lunacy of the half-baked radicals of
the SLA and the toxic mix of sex, politics, and violence that swept up Patty Hearst and re-creates her
melodramatic trial. American Heiress examines the life of a young woman who suffered an unimaginable
trauma and then made the stunning decision to join her captors’ crusade.   
     Or did she?
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Kline:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and
Trial of Patty Hearst. Try to make book American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and
Trial of Patty Hearst as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make
new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Edward Suniga:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for
a while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
up than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of
American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst book as beginner and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Erick Graf:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping American Heiress: The Wild Saga
of the Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the
Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst become your personal starter.

James Scott:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like American Heiress: The Wild Saga of the
Kidnapping, Crimes and Trial of Patty Hearst which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.
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