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The Blackfriars Theatre, founded in 1940, was one of New Y ork's first Off-Broadway playhouses. It was
unique in another way: it was started by two Catholic priests and was the only professional level theatrein
the United States under Roman Catholic auspices. It was the first such theatrical venture by any religious
group. God Off-Broadway examines the efforts of the Blackfriars staff to meld theatre and religion between
1940 and 1972. While not as commercially successful as the founders had hoped it would be, Blackfriars
contributed in many other ways to the American theatrical tradition. The first play ever to move from Off-
Broadway to Broadway (Career Angel, 1945) was a Blackfriars production. Blackfriars also started and
showcased many young performers who later went on to successful careers, among them: Shelley Berman,
Anthony Franciosa, Eileen Heckart, Darren McGavin, Patricia Neal, and Geraldine Page. Although by the
late 1960s the company was reduced to producing routine religious dramas and innocuous family comedies,
daring and innovation characterized the early years of the theatre. Blackfriars took artistic and social risksin
the 1940s by producing plays about racial justice.

Powell based the book on primary sources, including Blackfriars archives and interviews with Blackfriars
veterans. Playwright Robert Anderson, who had his New Y ork debut at Blackfriars, contributes an
introduction to the book. In addition to a complete chronological treatment of the theatre group, the author
provides asurvey of the relationship of the Catholic Church and the theatre in America. Eighteen black and
white photographs complement the text.
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From reader reviews:
Edith Macklin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question
since just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this particular God Off-Broadway : The
Blackfriars Theatre of New Y ork to read.

Michael Stanford:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become alife style. This reading practice
giveyou lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if
you want sense happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The God Off-Broadway :
The Blackfriars Theatre of New Y ork iskind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Robert Williams:

This God Off-Broadway : The Blackfriars Theatre of New York is great e-book for you because the content
whichisfull of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. Thiskind of book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentencesin it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences.
Having God Off-Broadway : The Blackfriars Theatre of New Y ork in your hand like having the world in
your arm, datain it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
small right but this reserve already do that. So, this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt that will?

Christopher Rangd:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This God Off-Broadway : The Blackfriars
Theatre of New Y ork can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are thus out of
date, spending your time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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