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The ongoing relevance of Belgian painter René Magritte may lie in the semiotic character of his work and its
ability to create chasms between the world, its surfaces and the signs we use to occupy it. Magritte's
paintings offer a space for the viewer to contemplate the emptiness of signs and to locate that emptiness in a
world we recognize--indeed, the artist relies on the props of normalcy in order to upend, invert and collapse
them into the terra incognita where life leaves off and art begins. "The mind loves the unknown," he avowed,
"it loves images whose meaning is unknown, since the meaning of the mind itself is unknown." In
Attempting the Impossible we have a new definitive Magritte monograph, replacing David Sylvester's
volume of the early 1990s. Featuring more than 300 works, it contains much unpublished material and
includes chapters covering Magritte's photography, drawings and influence on German and American
contemporary art. Each chapter opens with a close reading of a key work--such as "The Treachery of
Images" ("This is not a pipe") of 1928-29--and a reconstruction of its intellectual and historical contexts. Art
historian Siegfried Gohr examines Magritte's marriage and friendships, the phases of his work (from his
sunlit Renoir period and his "période vache" to his bright and visually arresting postwar work, which had
such an influence on the advertising industry), the Belgian roots of his wit and sensibility and his word
paintings and investigations into the paradoxes of representation.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Wellborn:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Magritte: Attempting the Impossible.

Kristen Mazur:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Magritte: Attempting the Impossible book
because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Bobbi Brunner:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Magritte: Attempting the Impossible your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
just before. The Magritte: Attempting the Impossible giving you a different experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Christopher Parker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims
Magritte: Attempting the Impossible.
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