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As cultural documents, as works of art, and as historical records, photographs of 1930s Arizona tell a
remarkable story. They capture enduring visions of the Depression that linger in cultural memory: dust
storms, Okies on their way to California, breadlines, and ramshackle tent cities. They also reflect a more
particular experience and a unique perspective. This book places the work of local Arizonans alongside that
of federal photographers both to illuminate the impact of the Depression on the state’s distinctive racial and
natural landscapes and to show the influence of differing cultural agendas on the photographic record. The
more than one hundred images—by well-known photographers such as Dorothea Lange and Laura Gilpin as
well as by an array of less familiar photographers—represent a variety of purposes and perspectives, from
public to personal, political to promotional. Six essays and three photo-essays bring together prominent
authorities in history, the arts, and other fields who provide diverse perspectives on this period in Arizona
and American history. Viewed together, the words and images capture a Depression-era Arizona bustling
with activity as federally funded construction projects and seasonal agricultural jobs brought migrants and
newcomers to the state. They convey the celebrations and the struggles of commercial photographers,
archaeologists, city folks, farmers, tourists, native peoples and others in these hard times. As the economic
strains of the decade reverberated through the state, local photographers documented the lives of Arizona
residents—including those frequently overlooked by historians. As this book persuasively shows,
photographs can conceal as much as they reveal. A young Mexican American girl stands in front of a
backdrop that hides the outhouse behind her, a deeply moving image for what it suggests about the efforts of
her family to conceal their economic circumstances. Yet this image is a perfect metaphor for all the
photographs in this book: stories remain hidden, but when viewers begin to question what they cannot see,
pictures resonate more loudly than ever before. This book is a history of Arizona written from the
photographic record, offering a point of view that may differ from the written record. From the images and
the insights of the authors, we can gain a new appreciation of how one state—and its indomitable
people—weathered our nation’s toughest times.
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From reader reviews:

Mariano Smith:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Picturing Arizona: The
Photographic Record of the 1930s (Southwest Center) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So ,
for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Picturing Arizona: The Photographic
Record of the 1930s (Southwest Center) become your current starter.

Larry Davis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Picturing Arizona: The Photographic Record of the 1930s
(Southwest Center) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Cheryl Estrella:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Picturing Arizona: The Photographic Record
of the 1930s (Southwest Center) can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Howard Foster:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What
you are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list is actually Picturing Arizona: The Photographic Record of
the 1930s (Southwest Center). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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