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In a midcentury American cultural episode forgotten today, intellectuals of all schools shared a belief that
human nature was under threat. The immediate result was a glut of dense, abstract books on the "nature of
man." But the dawning "age of the crisis of man," as Mark Greif calls it, was far more than a historical
curiosity. In this ambitious intellectual and literary history, Greif recovers this lost line of thought to show
how it influenced society, politics, and culture before, during, and long after World War II.

During the 1930s and 1940s, fears of the barbarization of humanity energized New York intellectuals,
Chicago protoconservatives, European Jewish émigrés, and native-born bohemians to seek "re-
enlightenment," a new philosophical account of human nature and history. After the war this effort diffused,
leading to a rebirth of modern human rights and a new power for the literary arts.

Critics' predictions of a "death of the novel" challenged writers to invest bloodless questions of human nature
with flesh and detail. Hemingway, Faulkner, and Richard Wright wrote flawed novels of abstract man.
Succeeding them, Ralph Ellison, Saul Bellow, Flannery O'Connor, and Thomas Pynchon constituted a new
guard who tested philosophical questions against social realities--race, religious faith, and the rise of
technology--that kept difference and diversity alive.

By the 1960s, the idea of "universal man" gave way to moral antihumanism, as new sensibilities and social
movements transformed what had come before. Greif's reframing of a foundational debate takes us beyond
old antagonisms into a new future, and gives a prehistory to the fractures of our own era.
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From reader reviews:

Matt Cresswell:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Age of the Crisis of Man: Thought
and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 to read.

Sabra Fitzgerald:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character types
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The Age of the
Crisis of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well
as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Fern Barron:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this The Age of the Crisis
of Man: Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973.

Gerald Wright:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Age of the Crisis of Man:
Thought and Fiction in America, 1933-1973 is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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