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Between June 480 and August 479 BC, tens of thousands of Athenians evacuated, following King Xerxes’
victory at the Battle of Thermopylae. Abandoning their homes and ancestral tombs in the wake of the
invading Persian army, they sought refuge abroad. Women and children were sent to one safe haven, the
elderly to another, while all men of military age were conscripted into the fleet. During this difficult year of
exile, the city of Athens was set on fire not once, but twice. In Athens Burning, Robert Garland explores the
reasons behind the decision to abandon Attica, the peninsular region of Greece that includes Athens, while
analyzing the consequences, both material and psychological, of the resulting invasion.

Garland introduces readers to the contextual background of the Greco-Persian wars, which include the
famous Battle of Marathon. He describes the various stages of the invasion from both the Persian and Greek
point of view and explores the siege of the Acropolis, the defeat of the Persians first by the allied Greek navy
and later by the army, and, finally, the return of the Athenians to their land.

Taking its inspiration from the sufferings of civilians, Athens Burning also works to dispel the image of the
Persians as ruthless barbarians. Addressing questions that are largely ignored in other accounts of the
conflict, including how the evacuation was organized and what kind of facilities were available to the
refugees along the way, Garland demonstrates the relevance of ancient history to the contemporary world.
This compelling story is especially resonant in a time when the news is filled with the suffering of nearly 5
million people driven by civil war from their homes in Syria. Aimed at students and scholars of ancient
history, this highly accessible book will also fascinate anyone interested in the burgeoning fields of refugee
and diaspora studies.
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From reader reviews:

Darcie Hartman:

Here thing why that Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the Evacuation of Attica (Witness
to Ancient History) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the Evacuation of Attica (Witness to Ancient History)
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
book that similar with Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the Evacuation of Attica
(Witness to Ancient History). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of
Greece and the Evacuation of Attica (Witness to Ancient History) in e-book can be your option.

Frank Bullard:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the
Evacuation of Attica (Witness to Ancient History) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as
cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Donald Link:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find e-book that need more time to be go through. Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the
Evacuation of Attica (Witness to Ancient History) can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who
have those short time problems.

Bernice Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book.



A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra
Athens Burning: The Persian Invasion of Greece and the Evacuation of Attica (Witness to Ancient History).
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