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It was just over 60 years ago that Adolf Hitler and Benito Mussolini, two of the world's most powerfully
imposing leaders, died and their regimes crumbled. One of the most illuminating facts about this dark era of
history is the way in which these tyrants, and others like them, used graphic design as an instrument of
power. But how did these regimes succeed in influencing the minds of millions? It is in the visual language
the imagery, the typeface, the color palette that the answers truly take shape.

Phaidon Press is pleased to announce the publication of Iron Fists: Branding the 20th Century Totalitarian
State by Steven Heller, the first illustrated survey of the propaganda art, graphics, and artifacts created by the
totalitarian governments of Nazi Germany, Fascist Italy and the Communist regimes of the USSR and China.
The book sets the disturbingly powerful graphic devices in historical context.

The infamous symbols produced by these regimes are recognized universally: the swastika and gothic
typography of Hitler's Germany, Mussolini's streamlined Futurist posters and Black Shirt uniforms, the stolid
Social Realism of Stalin's USSR and Mao s Little Red Book. Author Steven Heller, a world-renowned
design historian, who has long collected two-and-three-dimensional examples from this period, reveals how
these symbols were used in a wide variety of propaganda, from posters, magazines and advertisements to
uniforms, flags and figurines.

In addition to using logos and symbols, all of the leaders researched in this book deliberately cultivated
certain personal characteristics (Hitler's mustache, Mussolini's baldness, Lenin's goatee, Mao's smile), in an
attempt to transform their corporeal selves into icons. These regime personalities were blanketed across
public venues, from monuments to postage stamps. The Nazis, for example, installed an intricate graphic
program that featured Hitler s face as a ''logo,'' a system remarkably similar to modern corporate identity
creations.

By integrating color images of artifacts with archival black and white photographs, Iron Fists offers unique
insight into how these regimes were effective in using graphic design to further their causes. In the section on
Fascist Italy, for example, there are numerous reproductions of stylized posters, magazines and handbooks
designed to excite impressionable youth. Heller then connects this printed propaganda with historic
photographs of Italian children dressed as men prepared for battle stoic and serious their small hands
clutching guns instead of toys.

Divided into four sections by regime, Heller also explores the color systems (each dictatorship had a



distinctive palette), typefaces, and slogans used to both rally and terrorize the populace. In result, he
demonstrates how these elements were used to ''sell'' the totalitarian message. The first extensively illustrated
book on the subject, Iron Fists will have an obvious appeal to graphic designers but will also be an important
contribution to the study of the history of the totalitarian state.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Samuel:

With other case, little persons like to read book Iron Fists: Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State. You
can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new
book Iron Fists: Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Benjamin Martinez:

This Iron Fists: Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State book is not really ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. That Iron Fists: Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State without we know
teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Iron Fists:
Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Iron Fists:
Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Willie Grajeda:

This Iron Fists: Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The reason of this Iron Fists: Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State can be one of many
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Iron Fists:
Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Ann Lang:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Iron Fists: Branding the 20th-
Century Totalitarian State that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual



but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining
as your good habit, it is possible to pick Iron Fists: Branding the 20th-Century Totalitarian State become
your current starter.
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