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Influenced by news reports of young children brutalized by their parents, most of us see the role of child
services as the prevention of severe physical abuse. But as Tina Lee shows in Catching a Case, most child
welfare cases revolve around often ill-founded charges of neglect, and the parents swept into the system are
generally struggling but loving, fighting to raise their children in the face of crushing poverty, violent crime,
poor housing, lack of childcare, and failing schools.
 
Lee explored the child welfare system in New York City, observing family courts, interviewing parents and
following them through the system, asking caseworkers for descriptions of their work and their decision-
making processes, and discussing cases with attorneys on all sides. What she discovered about the system is
troubling. Lee reveals that, in the face of draconian budget cuts and a political climate that blames the poor
for their own poverty, child welfare practices have become punitive, focused on removing children from
their families and on parental compliance with rules. Rather than provide needed help for families, case
workers often hold parents to standards almost impossible for working-class and poor parents to meet. For
instance, parents can be accused of neglect for providing inadequate childcare or housing even when they
cannot afford anything better. In many cases, child welfare exacerbates family problems and sometimes
drives parents further into poverty while the family court system does little to protect their rights. 
 
Catching a Case is a much-needed wake-up call to improve the child welfare system, and to offer more
comprehensive social services that will allow all children to thrive. 
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in
New York City's Child Welfare System book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course
the info in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

John Hickman:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in New York City's Child Welfare System, you
may tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a book.

Carlos Moses:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is actually Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear in New York City's Child Welfare System.

Diane Wilson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Catching a Case: Inequality and Fear
in New York City's Child Welfare System, you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its named reading friends.
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