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They were not the "Banquet Years," those anxious wartime years when poets and novelists were made to feel
embarrassed by their impulse to write literature. And yet it was the attitude of those writers and critics in the
1930s and 1940s that shaped French literature--the ideas of Derrida, Foucault, de Man, Deleuze, and
Ricoeur--and has so profoundly influenced literary enterprise in the English-speaking world since 1968. This
literary history, the prehistory of postmodernism, is what Denis Hollier recovers in his interlocking studies of
the main figures of French literary life before the age of anxiety gave way to the era of existentialist
commitment.

Georges Bataille, Michel Leiris, Roger Caillois, André Malraux, the early Jean-Paul Sartre are the figures
Hollier considers, writers torn between politics and the pleasures of the text. They appear here uneasily
balancing the influences of the philosopher and the man of action. These studies convey the paradoxical
heroism of writers fighting for a world that would extend no rights or privileges to writers, writing for a
world in which literature would become a reprehensible frivolity. If the nineteenth century was that of the
consecration of the writer, this was the time for their sacrificial death, and Hollier captures the comical
pathos of these writers pursuing the ideal of "engagement" through an exercise in dispossession. His work
identifies, as none has before, the master plot for literature that was crafted in the 1940s, a plot in which we
are still very much entangled.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Absent without Leave: French
Literature under the Threat of War. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Michelle Sanders:

Precisely why? Because this Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
awesome way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.

Tracy Caudle:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and Absent without Leave: French
Literature under the Threat of War or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher
as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Absent without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Lupita Kirch:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book Absent
without Leave: French Literature under the Threat of War. Contain your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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