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Is Christian belief rationally acceptable? Must every Christian defend his or her beliefs with exhaustively
logical arguments, or is belief solely a matter of faith rather than logical argument? In Communities of
Informed Judgment, Frederick D. Aquino offers an alternative route, showing how John Henry Newman's
notion of theillative sense of reasoning paves away for constructing a fresh account of the rationality of
Christian belief. Moving beyond both modern and postmodern accounts of rationality, Aquino constructs a
proposal of informed judgment, blending Newman's notion of theillative sense of reasoning with recent
work in socia and virtue epistemol ogy.

The first part of the book focuses primarily on Newman's treatment of the illative sense in the Grammar of
Assent, with the University Sermons as a backdrop. The second part addresses the problem of securing a
common standard of justification. Though Newman acknowledges the social and communal facets of
judgment, hisfocusis primarily on the personal dimension. Aquino develops Newman'sinsights into a social
epistemology of informed judgment, transposing the problem of common measure into a problem of trusting
theillative sense as a reliable belief-forming process in communities of informed judgment.

An original contribution to Newman studies, the book has an interdisciplinary focus, drawing from recent
work in social epistemology, virtue epistemology, and cognitive science. It also takes up issues relevant to
the philosophy of religion, epistemology of religious belief, systematic theology, ecumenical dialogue, and
studies in John Henry Newman.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Frederick D. Aquino is Assistant Professor of Theology at Abilene Christian University. He serves on the
editorial boards of Newman Studies Journal and Christian Higher Education, and is the editor of Journal for
Case Teaching.

PRAISE FOR THE BOOK:

"An important contribution to Newman studies and to the systematic theological investigation of belief
formation by merging ‘'Newman's account of the illative sense with insights from recent work in social and
virtue epistemology.' "?Michael C. Martin, Anglican Theological Review

"[A] well-executed retrieval and expansion of Newman's concept of theillative sense using the resources of
contemporary epistemology in the analytic philosophical tradition."?J.A. Colombo, Theological Sudies



"Aquino offersinvaluable insights into Newman's argument concerning how the formative experiences
encountered by an individual within these larger communities contribute to his or her understanding of the
relationship shared by faith and reason.”"- Todd C. Ream, Catholic Books Review

"Thisisasignificant work that seeksto encourage afuller understanding of Newman's thought and the
coming to faith. It is highly recommended for serious students of theology."-Lucien J. Richard, OMI
Catholic Library World

"Frederick D. Aquino has done justice to the complexity of Newman's thought and demonstrated its
continuing relevance for theology, epistemology and ethics. He moves confidently between Newman's most
important writings on the nature of truth, and the work of contemporary theorists, especialy in the field of
virtue ethics. His study illuminates aspects of Newman's thought that have often gone unnoticed and gives
him avoice in the ongoing debate about the way in which individuals and communities ascertain the truth.
By augmenting and challenging Newman's insights with the results of contemporary research, Aquino opens
up new perspectives for both Newman studies and theological epistemology."?Prof. Terrence Merrigan,
Faculty of Theology, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium

"By drawing out the communal notions found just beneath the surface of Newman's thou
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From reader reviews:
Celia Norton:

This book untitled Communities of Informed Judgment: Newman's Illative Sense and Accounts of
Rationality to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve
you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past
this e-book from your list.

Doreen Looney:

Communities of Informed Judgment: Newman's Illative Sense and Accounts of Rationality can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article author giving his’her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing Communities of Informed Judgment: Newman's lllative Sense and Accounts of Rationality however
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
thinking.

Annamarie Hernandez;

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work thisis
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be Communities of Informed Judgment: Newman's Illative Sense and
Accounts of Rationality why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Thomas Busch:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Communities of Informed Judgment: Newman's
Illative Sense and Accounts of Rationality was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. Aswe
know that book Communities of Informed Judgment: Newman's Illative Sense and Accounts of Rationality
has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book tend to be make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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