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For the most part, Brazil's forests were not harvested, but annihilated, and relatively little was extracted for
the benefit of Brazilians, a tragedy perhaps worse than deforestation alone. Fruitless Trees aims to make
sense of what at first glance appears to be the senseless destruction of Brazil's incomparable timber.

The forests have always been Brazil's most striking natural resource, and the Portuguese colonists anticipated
enormous returns from its harvest, since Brazilian timber was more abundant and superior in quality to
anything known in Europe, North America, or even Portugal's East Indian possessions. This work
investigates the relationship between Portugal's colonial forest policies and the successes of the colonial
venture, showing how forest law shaped the fortunes of the timber sector and promoted or obstructed
colonial development. Timber was the steel, oil, coal, and plastic of the early modern period, and the
effectiveness of its extraction affected nearly every branch of the colonial economy.

Challenging previous scholarship that simply ascribed the destruction of Brazil's remarkable forests to the
Europeans' voracious greed and inherent hostility to the forest, the author argues that we must delineate the
extent to which tropical timber was put to advantageous ends, and explore precisely why so large a
proportion of Brazil's timber was incinerated rather than converted to colonial wealth.

Although Brazil exported substantial quantities of timber to Europe, the total amount fell far below
expectations. The author attributes this in part to several ecological and geographical factors including the
lack of common stands, the preponderance of timbers too dense to be floated inexpensively downstream, and
the dearth of safe ports and navigable rivers. But the most significant factor in timber's unexpectedly poor
showing was the Crown's effort from 1652 to monopolize Brazil's best timbers. The Portuguese king's
declaration that Brazil's best timbers belonged to him exclusively resulted in vast tracts of timber being
resentfully set afire by Brazilians who had no incentive to harvest them.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Salgado:

The publication with title Fruitless Trees has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
help after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented
the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This particular book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Deborah Young:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a e-book. The book Fruitless Trees it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks
that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Randy Jones:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have read will
be Fruitless Trees.

Katherine Hood:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Fruitless Trees to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you including
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the
publication Fruitless Trees can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of that time.
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