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Before the French Revolution, tens of thousands of foreigners served in France’s army. They included troops
from not only all parts of Europe but also places as far away as Madagascar, West Africa, and New York
City. Beginning in 1789, the French revolutionaries, driven by a new political ideology that placed "the
nation" at the center of sovereignty, began aggressively purging the army of men they did not consider
French, even if those troops supported the new regime. Such efforts proved much more difficult than the
revolutionaries anticipated, however, owing to both their need for soldiers as France waged war against
much of the rest of Europe and the difficulty of defining nationality cleanly at the dawn of the modern era.
Napoleon later faced the same conundrums as he vacillated between policies favoring and rejecting
foreigners from his army. It was not until the Bourbon Restoration, when the modern French Foreign Legion
appeared, that the French state established an enduring policy on the place of foreigners within its armed
forces.

By telling the story of France’s noncitizen soldiers—who included men born abroad as well as Jews and
blacks whose citizenship rights were subject to contestation—Christopher Tozzi sheds new light on the roots
of revolutionary France’s inability to integrate its national community despite the inclusionary promise of
French republicanism. Drawing on a range of original, unpublished archival sources, Tozzi also highlights
the linguistic, religious, cultural, and racial differences that France’s experiments with noncitizen soldiers
introduced to eighteenth- and nineteenth-century French society.

Winner of the Walker Cowen Memorial Prize for an Outstanding Work of Scholarship in Eighteenth-
Century Studies
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Rockwood:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign,
Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 as your daily resource information.

William Ullrich:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign,
Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 giving you a different experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us present
to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Tim Walton:

Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Nationalizing France's Army: Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French
Military, 1715-1831 but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you
into new stage of crucial considering.

Martha Holt:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Nationalizing France's Army:



Foreign, Black, and Jewish Troops in the French Military, 1715-1831 which is obtaining the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's see.
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