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With an executive order from President Franklin Roosevelt in 1941, the United States Marine Corps--the last
all-white branch of the U.S. military--was forced to begin recruiting and enlisting African Americans. The
first black recruits received basic training at the segregated Camp Montford Point, adjacent to Camp
Lejeune, near Jacksonville, North Carolina. Between 1942 and 1949 (when the base was closed as a result of
President Truman's 1948 order fully desegregating all military forces) more than 20,000 men trained at
Montford Point, most of them going on to serve in the Pacific Theatre in World War II as members of
support units. This book, in conjunction with the documentary film of the same name, tells the story of these
Marines for the first time.

Drawing from interviews with 60 veterans, The Marines of Montford Point relates the experiences of these
pioneers in their own words. From their stories, we learn about their reasons for enlisting; their arrival at
Montford Point and the training they received there; their lives in a segregated military and in the Jim Crow
South; their experiences of combat and service in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam; and their legacy. The
Marines speak with flashes of anger and humor, sometimes with sorrow, sometimes with great wisdom, and
always with a pride fostered by incredible accomplishment in the face of adversity. This book serves to
recognize and to honor the men who desegregated the Marine Corps and loyally served their country in three
major wars.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Rowe:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The Marines of
Montford Point: America's First Black Marines? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Kina Chatman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Marines of Montford Point:
America's First Black Marines is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jason Manuel:

The event that you get from The Marines of Montford Point: America's First Black Marines is a more deep
you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Marines of Montford Point: America's First Black
Marines giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood through anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind
of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of
The Marines of Montford Point: America's First Black Marines instantly.

Antoinette Lefebre:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Marines of Montford Point:
America's First Black Marines, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its called reading friends.
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