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It is 1790. After ten years’ training in the great medical schools of Europe, Alec Gordon has returned to
Scotland to take up the post of physician in the Aberdeen Dispensary. Alec has ambitious plans for
modernizing medical practice in the town, starting with the local midwives, whose ignorance and old-
fashioned methods appal him.

But Alec’s dreams of progress are thrown into disarray when a mysterious disease suddenly strikes the town,
attacking and killing every newly delivered mother for miles around. Alec alone recognizes it as childbed
fever, a disease more deadly than the plague, a condition that has baffled the greatest physicians of the age,
an illness with no known cause and no known cure.

Desperate to save his patients’ lives, Alec sets out on an astonishing medical quest to conquer the disease.
But while Alec struggles to find solutions that lie far in the future, his wife Elizabeth is increasingly lost in
the past, prey to terrifying memories of her childhood in Antigua. As she knows and he will learn, some
diseases lie beyond the reach of reason.

Based on a true story, Touching Distance is a stunning historical novel that brings to life a fascinating period
in world history, exploring the tragic limitations of knowledge and the deep-seated tension between reason
and passion in the Age of Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Overbay:

The book Touching Distance make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make reading through a book Touching Distance to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects.
You can know everything if you like available and read a guide Touching Distance. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Juanita Jones:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Touching Distance
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could
pick Touching Distance become your current starter.

Angela Latham:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication Touching Distance was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time
to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Brandon Seymour:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
this Touching Distance.
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