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Towards a Political Theory of the University argues that state and market forces threaten to diminish the
legitimacy, authority and fundamental purposes of higher education systems. The political role of higher
education has been insufficiently addressed by academics in recent decades. By applying Habermas’ theory
of communicative action, this book seeks to reconnect educational and political theory and provide an
analysis of the university which complements the recent focus on the intersections between political
philosophy and legal theory.

In this book, White argues that there is considerable overlap between crises in democracy and in universities.
Yet while crises in democracy are often attributed to the inability of political institutions to adapt to the pace
of social and cultural change, this diagnosis wilfully ignores the effects of privatisation on public institutions.
Under present political conditions, the university is regarded in instrumental and economic terms, which not
only diminishes its functions of developing and sustaining culture but also removes its democratic
capabilities. This book explores these issues in depth and presents some of the practical problems associated
with turning an independent higher education system into a state-dominated and then, subsequently,
marketised system.

This book bridges political and educational theory in an original and comprehensive way and makes an
important contribution to the debate over the role of the university in a democracy. As such, it will appeal to
researchers, academics and postgraduate students in the fields of the philosophy of education, higher
education, and political and educational theory. With its implications for policy and practice, it will also be
of interest to policy makers.
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From reader reviews:

Francis Rutland:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Towards a Political Theory of the University:
Public reason, democracy and higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy of Education). All type of
book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Louise Hacker:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited
right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually Towards a Political Theory of the University: Public reason,
democracy and higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy of Education).

Jennifer Garza:

The book untitled Towards a Political Theory of the University: Public reason, democracy and higher
education (New Directions in the Philosophy of Education) contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will
take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Jason Rickman:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Towards a Political Theory
of the University: Public reason, democracy and higher education (New Directions in the Philosophy of
Education) which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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