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Felt provides a nonlinear look at the engagement of the postwar avant-garde with Eastern spirituality, a
context in which the German artist Joseph Beuys appears as an uneasy shaman. Centered on a highly
publicized yet famously inconclusive 1982 meeting between Beuys and the Dalai Lama, arranged by the
Dutch artist Louwrien Wijers, Chris Thompson explores the interconnections among Beuys, the Fluxus
movement, and Eastern philosophy and spiritual practice.

Building from the resonance of felt, the fabric, in both Tibetan culture and in Beuys’s art, Thompson takes as
his point of departure Deleuze and Guattari’s discussion in A Thousand Plateaus of felt as smooth space that
is “in principle infinite, open, and unlimited in every direction,” its structure determined by chance as
opposed to the planned, woven nature of most fabrics. Felt is thus seen as an alternative to the model of the
network: felt’s anarchic form is not reducible to the regularity of the net, grid, or mesh, and the more it is
pulled, tweaked, torn, and agitated, the greater its structural integrity.

Felt thus invents its methodology from the material that represents its object of inquiry and from this
advances a reading of the avant-garde. At the same time, Thompson demonstrates that it is sometimes the
failures of thought, the disappointing meetings, even the untimely deaths that open portals through which life
flows into art and allows new conjunctions of life, art, and thought. Thompson explores both the well-known
engagement of Fluxus artists with Eastern spirituality and the more elusive nature of Beuys’s own late
interest in Tibetan culture, arriving at a sense of how such noncausal interactions—interhuman
intrigue—create culture and shape contemporary art history.
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From reader reviews:

Charlie Bowers:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Felt: Fluxus, Joseph Beuys, and the Dalai Lama.

Karen Lawless:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Felt: Fluxus, Joseph Beuys, and the Dalai Lama, you may tells your family, friends along with
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Stacey Smith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Felt: Fluxus, Joseph
Beuys, and the Dalai Lama, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Denise Rutledge:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Felt: Fluxus, Joseph Beuys, and the Dalai Lama why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up
this book.
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