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Documentaries have increasingly used the first person, with a number of prominent filmmakers finding
critical and commercial success with this intimate approach. Jewish filmmakers have particularly thrived in
this genre, using it to explore disparate definitions of the self in relation to the larger groups of family and
community.

 

In First Person Jewish, Alisa S. Lebow examines more than a dozen films from Jewish artists to reveal how
the postmodern impulse to turn the lens inward intersects provocatively (and at times unwittingly) with
historical tropes and stereotypes of the Jew. Focusing her efforts on Jewish filmmakers working on the
margins, Lebow analyzes the work of Jonathan Caouette, Chantal Akerman, and Alan Berliner, among
others, also including a discussion of her own first person film Treyf (1998), made with Cynthia Madansky.
The filmmakers in this study, Lebow argues, are confronting a desire to both define and reimagine
contemporary Jewishness.

 

Using a multidisciplinary approach to first person films, Lebow shows how this form of self-expression is
challenging both autobiography and documentary and, in the process, changing the art of cinema and
recording the cultural shifts of our time.

 

Alisa S. Lebow is a filmmaker and lecturer in film and TV studies at Brunel University.
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From reader reviews:

Frank Hegarty:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This First Person Jewish (Visible Evidence) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Madeline Williams:

The actual book First Person Jewish (Visible Evidence) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes
some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading
this book.

Corinna Edwards:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This First Person Jewish (Visible Evidence)
can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Tony Valdez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the First Person Jewish (Visible Evidence) when you needed it?
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