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British artist Francis Bacon (1909-1992), one of the foremost artists of the 20th century, is known for his
expressive figurative paintings. Perhaps Bacon's most famous image - the so-called "screaming pope" in
Study after Vel zquez's Portrait of Pope Innocent X (1953) - became the touchstone for the longest series of
paintings in his career, the Papal Portraits of 1953. In 1953 "haunted and obsessed by the image...by its
perfection", Bacon sought to reinvent Vel zquez's 17th-century Portrait of Pope Innocent X (1650) in the
paintings that are the focus of this book. Francis Bacon replaced the grand, official state portrait with an
intimate, spontaneous "candid camera" glimpse behind the well-ordered exterior. While the Spanish master
Vel zquez portayed the pope ex cathedra, Bacon captured him in camera, as if behind a closed door or
through a one-way mirror. This series of eight papal portraits, painted during a period of just a few weeks in
the summer of 1953, was brought together for the first time by noted Bacon scholar Hugh M. Davies for a
1999 exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art, San Diego, along with several other works from the
same period, including Sphinx I and two Study after Vel zquez paintings from 1950. This book includes an
essay by Davies, discussing the artist's influences and sources of imagery for the series, and a previously
unpublished interview that Davies conducted with Bacon in 1973.
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From reader reviews:

Ella Jacobs:

The book Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a book Francis
Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a e-book Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Linda Caron:

The feeling that you get from Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 is the more deep you excavating
the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this kind of Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 instantly.

Emma O\'Neill:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read
will be Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953.

Roxanne Mazon:

The book untitled Francis Bacon: The Papal Portraits of 1953 contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you
in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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