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In this study of devotional hagiographical texts and contemporary ritual performances of the Shi'a of
Hyderabad, India, Karen Ruffle demonstrates how traditions of sainthood and localized cultural values shape
gender roles. Ruffle focuses on the annual mourning assemblies held on 7 Muharram to commemorate the
battlefield wedding of Fatimah Kubra and her warrior-bridegroom Qasem, who was martyred in 680 C.E. at
the battle of Karbala, Iraq, before their marriage was consummated.

Ruffle argues that hagiography, an important textual tradition in Islam, plays a dynamic role in constructing
the memory, piety, and social sensibilities of a Shi'i community. Through the Hyderabadi rituals that idealize
and venerate Qasem, Fatimah Kubra, and the other heroes of Karbala, a distinct form of sainthood is
produced. These saints, Ruffle explains, serve as socioethical role models and religious paragons whom Shi'i
Muslims aim to imitate in their everyday lives, improving their personal religious practice and social selves.
On a broader community level, Ruffle observes, such practices help generate and reinforce group identity,
shared ethics, and gendered sensibilities. By putting gender and everyday practice at the center of her study,
Ruffle challenges Shi'i patriarchal narratives that present only men as saints and brings to light typically
overlooked women's religious practices.
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From reader reviews:

Lavonne Ouellette:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday Practice
in South Asian Shi'ism (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks) is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Vanessa Palacios:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday
Practice in South Asian Shi'ism (Islamic Civilization and Muslim Networks), it is possible to enjoy both. It is
fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Bella Singer:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time to be
read. Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday Practice in South Asian Shi'ism (Islamic Civilization and Muslim
Networks) can be your answer because it can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Mary Norman:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This publication Gender, Sainthood, and Everyday Practice in South Asian Shi'ism (Islamic
Civilization and Muslim Networks) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book.
If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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