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A little over a century ago, bubonic plague--the same Black Death that decimated medieval Europe--arrived
on the shores of Hawaii just as the islands were about to become a U.S. territory. In this absorbing narrative,
James Mohr tells the story of that fearful visitation and its fiery climax--a vast conflagration that engulfed
Honolulu's Chinatown.
Mohr tells this gripping tale largely through the eyes of the people caught up in the disaster, from members
of the white elite to Chinese doctors, Japanese businessmen, and Hawaiian reporters. At the heart of the
narrative are three American physicians--the Honolulu Board of Health--who became virtual dictators when
the government granted them absolute control over the armed forces and the treasury. The doctors soon
quarantined Chinatown, where the plague was killing one or two people a day and clearly spreading. They
resisted intense pressure from the white community to burn down all of Chinatown at once and instead
ordered a careful, controlled burning of buildings where plague victims had died. But a freak wind whipped
one of those small fires into a roaring inferno that destroyed everything in its path, consuming roughly thirty-
eight acres of densely packed wooden structures in a single afternoon. Some 5000 people lost their homes
and all their possessions and were marched in shock to detention camps, where they were confined under
armed guard for weeks.
Next to the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the Chinatown fire is the worst civic disaster in Hawaiian history.
A dramatic account of people struggling in the face of mounting catastrophe, Plague and Fire is a
stimulating and thought-provoking read.
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From reader reviews:

Loren Hatfield:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of
Honolulu's Chinatown. Try to make book Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of
Honolulu's Chinatown as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Robert Schrader:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning
of Honolulu's Chinatown as your daily resource information.

Martina White:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book. It is really
fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book
Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of Honolulu's Chinatown it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly
to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Ella Woods:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Plague and Fire: Battling Black Death and the 1900 Burning of Honolulu's Chinatown. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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