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Conventional wisdom dictates that the conditions of international politics require states to pursue "tough"
strategies based on threats, ruling out "soft" strategies such as reassurances or appeasement. In Threats and
Promises, James W. Davis, Jr., works toward a theory of influence in international politics that recognizes
the power of promises and assurances as tools of statecraft.

Davis offers an analytic treatment of promises and assurances, drawing on relevant strands of international
relations theory and deterrence theory, as well as cognitive and social psychology. Building on prospect
theory (from cognitive psychology), he develops a testable theory of influence that suggests promises are
most effective when potential aggressors are motivated by a desire to avoid loss. Davis then considers a
series of case studies drawn principally from German diplomatic relations in the later nineteenth and early
twentieth century. From the case studies?which focus on such issues as European stability, colonial
competition, and the outbreak of the First World War?Davis shows how a blending of threats and promises
according to reasoned principles can lead to a new system of more creative statecraft.

While many critical analyses exist on the use of threats, there are relatively few on the use of promises.
Davis argues that promises have been central to outcomes that were previously attributed to the successful
use of deterrent threats, as well as the resolution of many crises where threats failed to deter aggression.
Threats and Promises challenges the conventional wisdom and is an original contribution to the field of
international politics.
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From reader reviews:

James Smith:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Threats and Promises: The
Pursuit of International Influence is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Darrell Guess:

This book untitled Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence to be one of several books
this best seller in this year, here is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You
will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Mary Hanlon:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe
you never get previous to. The Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence giving you one
more experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this
particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Dora Bair:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Threats and Promises: The Pursuit of International Influence when you necessary it?
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