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That Wagner conceived of himself creatively as both man and woman is central to an understanding of his
life and art. So argues Jean-Jacques Nattiez in this richly insightful work, where he draws from semiology,
music criticism, and psychoanalysis to explore such topics as Wagner's theories of music drama, his anti-
Semitism, and his psyche.

Wagner, who wrote the libretti for the operas he composed, maintained that art is the union of the feminine
principle, music, and the masculine principle, poetry. In light of this androgynous model, Nattiez reinterprets
the Wagnerian canon, especially the Ring of the Nibelung, which is shown to contain a metaphorical
transposition of Wagner's conception of the history of music: Siegfried appears as the poet, Brunnhilde, as
music, and their union is an androgynous one in which individual identity fades and the lovers revert to a
preconflictual, presexual state.

Nattiez traces the androgynous symbol in Wagner's theoretical writings throughout his career. Looking to
explain how this idea, so closely bound up with sexuality, took root in Wagner's mind, the author considers
the possibility of Freudian and Jungian interpretations. In particular he explores the composer's relationship
with his mother, a distant woman who discouraged his interest in the theater, and his stepfather, a loving man
whom Wagner suspected was not only his real father but also a Jew. Along with psychoanalysis, Nattiez
critically applies various structuralist and feminist theories to Wagner's creative enterprise to demonstrate
how the nature of twentieth-century hermeneutics is itself androgynous.

Originally published in 1993.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Freeman:

The book Wagner Androgyne (Princeton Legacy Library) can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing like a book Wagner Androgyne (Princeton
Legacy Library)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can
give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Wagner Androgyne (Princeton Legacy Library) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Clarence Bowen:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Wagner Androgyne (Princeton
Legacy Library) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Faye Pearson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Wagner Androgyne (Princeton Legacy
Library) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kathleen Huckaby:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Wagner Androgyne
(Princeton Legacy Library) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?
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