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The purpose of this book, says the author, is to show the effect of Indian medicinal practices on white
civilization. Actually it achieves far more. It discusses Indian theories of disease and methods of combating
disease and even goes into the question of which diseases were indigenous and which were brought to the
Indian by the white man. It also lists Indian drugs that have won acceptance in the Pharmacopeia of the
United States and the National Formulary.

The influence of American Indian healing arts on the medicine and healing and pharmacology of the white
man was considerable. For example, such drugs as insulin and penicillin were anticipated in rudimentary
form by the aborigines. Coca leaves were used as narcotics by Peruvian Indians hundreds of years before
Carl Koller first used cocaine as a local anesthetic in 1884. All together, about 170 medicines, mostly
botanical, were contributed to the official compendia by Indians north of the Rio Grande, about 50 more
coming from natives of the Latin-American and Caribbean regions.

Impressions and attitudes of early explorers, settlers, physicians, botanists, and others regarding Indian
curative practices are reported by geographical regions, with British, French, and Spanish colonies and the
young United States separately treated.

Indian theories of disease—sorcery, taboo violation, spirit intrusion, soul loss, unfulfilled dreams and
desires, and so on -and shamanistic practices used to combat them are described. Methods of treating all
kinds of injuries-from fractures to snakebite-and even surgery are included. The influence of Indian healing
lore upon folk or domestic medicine, as well as on the "Indian doctors" and patent medicines, are discussed.
For the convenience of the reader, an index of botanical names is provided, together with a wide variety of
illustrations. The disproportionate attention that has been given to the superstitious and unscientific features
of aboriginal medicine has tended to obscure its real contributions to American civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Martin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the
American Indian Series) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Bryant Davidson:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book American
Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American Indian Series). You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.

Dina Hirsch:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims American Indian Medicine
(The Civilization of the American Indian Series).

Cory Thomas:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this particular
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
American Indian Medicine (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) when you necessary it?
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