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Jacques Henri Lartigue was fascinated by the ascent of sport in the early twentieth century as a fashionable
pastime for the middle classes, and was himself a keen sportsman. Lartigue’s entirely unposed photographs,
presented album-style in this gorgeous, luxurious and delightful volume, capture both the joyous exuberance
of amateur sports--racing, skiing, tennis, gymnastics, hang gliding--and the particular character of its
popularity in the first half of the twentieth century. Lartigue is an absolute master at conveying the
dynamism of the human body at play--the peculiar shapes it can contort into, and the gestures that can
express anything from easy nonchalance to fierce focus. These photographs also serve as a historical
catalogue of the paraphernalia and smart casual clothing associated with each sport. A Sporting Life is
divided into five themed chapters: “The Sportsman,” “Taking the Air,” “Training,” “Women and Children”
and “Sport as Spectacle.” Here, we witness how sports were transforming social relations, introducing new
opportunities for expression, especially across gender lines. In an essay, historian Thierry Terret reveals the
complexity of Lartigue’s technical approach to photography, and looks at the issues surrounding the rise of
sport in its modern incarnation as a leisure pursuit and as commerce. In a preface, novelist Anne-Marie Garat
(whose own narratives often feature the themes of photography and family) provides a personal perspective
on Lartigue’s sports photography, also exploring the role played by sport in the development of photography
itself. The book is copublished with Hermès, in celebration of its 2013 sports theme.
Jacques Henri Lartigue (1894–1986) was a French photographer and painter, most famous for his
photographs of the leisure activities of France’s middle and upper classes. An avid photographer from the
age of seven, Lartigue gained fame for his photo albums, which provide a comprehensive chronicle of the
twentieth century in France and abroad, and for his official portraits.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Kruse:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Jacques Henri Lartigue: A Sporting Life.

Rosalie Dietrich:

This book untitled Jacques Henri Lartigue: A Sporting Life to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to
buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The publisher in this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Douglas Moskowitz:

Beside that Jacques Henri Lartigue: A Sporting Life in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Jacques Henri Lartigue: A Sporting Life because this book offers for you readable information.
Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this
point!

Rosalie Cox:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Jacques
Henri Lartigue: A Sporting Life.
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