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“I couldn’t help but question how I’d gotten to this strange spot in my life, so far from what I’d expected for
myself. Yes, there had been a heady romance a few years back. Then a slew of subsequent decisions, fueled
by love and yearnings I didn’t even know I had. But I never, ever would have suspected that this was where
the sum total of them would bring me. That afternoon a new doubt dripped into my mind. When do you know,
I wondered, whether the choices you’ve made were the right ones?”

In 1990, Jeannie Ralston was a successful magazine writer and bona fide city girl—the type of woman who
couldn't imagine living on soil not shaded by skyscrapers. By 1994, she had called off an engagement,
married Robb, a National Geographic photographer, and was living in Blanco Texas, population 1600.

The Unlikely Lavender Queen is the intimate story of a woman who gives up a lot for the man she loves –
her beloved blue state, bagels and all-night bodegas—only to have to wonder: Was it too much? Ralston
offers a lively chronicle of her life as a wife, new mother and an urban settler in rural Texas. As she labors to
convert a dilapidated barn into a livable home, deal with scorpions and unbearably hot summers, raise two
young children while Robb is frequently away on assignment, she realizes her ultimate struggle is to
reconcile her life plans and goals with her husband’s without coming out the proverbial loser. And just when
it seems like she might be losing that fight--and herself-- a little purple bloom changes her life.

For centuries lavender has been a mystical herb, so valuable to ancient Romans that a bushel would cost
nearly a month’s wages. But when Robb returns from a trip to Provence with a plan for growing lavender on
their land, Ralston is not convinced—in fact the last thing she needed or wanted was to take up farming on
top of everything else. Then, much to her surprise, she slowly but surely falls in love with lavender, and in
the course of growing and selling blooms, hosting the public at the farm, and creating lavender products, she
discovers a new side of herself. A few short years later, Ralston had built Hill Country Lavender, a thriving
commercial enterprise that transforms both her little corner of Texas and her life.

The Unlikely Lavender Queen will resonate with all women who have faced the tough choices that come
with “having it all” and secretly (or not so secretly) hoped for great adventure to come along and surprise
them. Ralston’s honest, funny, and poignant memoir is a testament to the fact that such adventures await us
around every bend in life.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Vandyke:

This The Unlikely Lavender Queen: A Memoir of Unexpected Blossoming book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This The Unlikely Lavender Queen: A Memoir of Unexpected Blossoming without
we know teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't end up being
worry The Unlikely Lavender Queen: A Memoir of Unexpected Blossoming can bring whenever you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even
telephone. This The Unlikely Lavender Queen: A Memoir of Unexpected Blossoming having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Joseph Fulkerson:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Unlikely Lavender Queen: A Memoir
of Unexpected Blossoming book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Laura Clark:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book The Unlikely Lavender Queen: A Memoir of Unexpected
Blossoming it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book offers high quality.

Rayford Alexander:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal
or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that



on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Unlikely Lavender Queen: A Memoir of Unexpected Blossoming can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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