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How did forty-seven , mostly gritty, blue-collar towns on the edges of four counties outside of Pittsburgh,
produce such an unparalleled wealth of sports accomplishments? Sports journalist George Guido attempts to
answer that question in his meticulous 300-plus-page compilation of stories, stats, and incredible photos that
made the A-K Region world famous. How many people know that New Kensington sent the first black
quarterback to the NFL, that Vandergrift once had a professional baseball team, or Bell Township, a female
high school football coach. How about the Pittsburgh industrialist who designed only one golf course in his
life the world-renowned Oakmont, or the fact that one Aspinwall High School football team went the entire
season without giving up a point. Nothing ever came easy. There were obstacles to overcome, writes Guido,
but overcome, they did. Take New Kensington's legendary football coach Don Fletcher who led the Red
Raiders to such success in the late 40s that the Ken-Hi team was invited to Florida to play in Miami's Orange
Bowl stadium. But when Ken-Hi was told it was welcome only if it left its two black players behind, the
team voted to decline and the great Fletcher told the promoters what they could with their invitation. Then
there was the Highlands High School basketball team that lost 41 games in a row during the early 1990s.
Change came, however, when the district hired Saint Joseph High School coach Rich Falter and by 1995 the
underdog Golden Rams shocked the WPIAL basketball world with a victory over the Blackhawks at
Duquesne University. In everything you do be a giant. These are the words of the football wonder that was
Willie Thrower, whose story Guido writes with reverence and eloquence. And there are others in the book
like Burrell graduate John Brown, whose touchdown on a 33-yard pass from Dan Marino gave Pitt a victory
in the Sugar Bowl in 1982, making it one of the most memorable plays in all of college football history.
Guido, working in his tight, clean sportswriter's style, takes readers back to a hundred heart-stopping
moments provided by thrilling teams like the 1989 championship Springdale Dynamos lead by Chuck
DeVenzio. Watching DeVenzio coach was sometimes the highlight of a game for fans and the media, writes
Guido. On and on they go victory after victory in every sport from Kittanning to Aspinwall to Leechburg,
Freeport, Kiski Area, West Deer, West Leechburg and all the little towns in between. From the smallest high
school to the most prestigious university and on to the pros, few regions of the country can rival the Alle-
Kiski Valley for its contribution to sports. George Guido has written the definitive book on the
determination, hard work, loyalty and sheer guts that defines a century of sports in the AK Valley.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Brewer:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Alle-Kiski Sports History: a Century
of Sports in Western Pennsylvania. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Donald Hamann:

This Alle-Kiski Sports History: a Century of Sports in Western Pennsylvania is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or
we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Alle-Kiski Sports History: a Century of Sports in Western Pennsylvania in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Shameka Smith:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Alle-Kiski Sports History: a Century of Sports in Western Pennsylvania was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you
wanted.

Tanya McGaha:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Alle-Kiski Sports History: a Century of
Sports in Western Pennsylvania to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle
the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a
book and study it. Beside that the e-book Alle-Kiski Sports History: a Century of Sports in Western
Pennsylvania can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the



information must you're doing of the time.
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