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"In this thoughtful book, Ken Woodward offers us a memorable portrait of the past seven decades of
American life and culture. From Reinhold Niebuhr to Billy Graham, from Abraham Heschel to the Dali
Lama, from George W. Bush to Hillary Clinton, Woodward captures the personalities and charts the
philosophical trends that have shaped the way we live now." –Jon Meacham, author of Destiny and Power

Impeccably researched, thought-challenging and leavened by wit, Getting Religion, the highly-anticipated
new book from Kenneth L. Woodward, is ideal perfect for readers looking to understand how religion came
to be a contentious element in 21st century public life.
 
Here the award-winning author blends memoir (especially of the postwar era) with copious reporting and
shrewd historical analysis to tell the story of how American religion, culture and politics influenced each
other in the second half of the 20th century. There are few people writing today who could tell this important
story with such authority and insight. A scholar as well as one of the nation’s most respected journalists,
Woodward served as Newsweek’s religion editor for nearly forty years, reporting from five continents and
contributing over 700 articles, including nearly 100 cover stories, on a wide range of social issues, ideas and
movements.
 
Beginning with a bold reassessment of the Fifties, Woodward’s narrative weaves through Civil Rights era
and the movements that followed in its wake: the anti-Vietnam movement; Liberation theology in Latin
America; the rise of Evangelicalism and decline of mainline Protestantism; women’s liberation and Bible;
the turn to Asian spirituality; the transformation of the family and emergence of religious cults; and the
embrace of righteous politics by both the Republican and Democratic Parties.
 
Along the way, Woodward provides riveting portraits of many of the era’s major figures: preachers like Billy
Graham and Jerry Falwell; politicians Mario Cuomo and Hillary Clinton; movement leaders Daniel Berrigan,
Abraham Joshua Heschel, and Richard John Neuhaus; influential thinkers ranging from Erik Erikson to
Elizabeth Kubler-Ross; feminist theologians Rosemary Reuther and Elizabeth Schussler-Fiorenza; and est
impresario Werner Erhardt; plus the author’s long time friend, the Dalai Lama.
 
For readers interested in how religion, economics, family life and politics influence each other, Woodward
introduces fresh a fresh vocabulary of terms such as “embedded religion,” “movement religion” and
“entrepreneurial religion” to illuminate the interweaving of the secular and sacred in American public life.
 
This is one of those rare books that changes the way Americans think about belief, behavior and belonging.

– Christianity Today, 2017 Book Awards - Award of Merit
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

Here thing why that Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of
Obama are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in
the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and
Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama giving you information deeper as different ways,
you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Getting Religion: Faith,
Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama. It gives you thrill studying journey,
its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Getting Religion: Faith,
Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama in e-book can be your alternative.

Amado Spieker:

This Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama is great
guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan
word or we can state no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Getting Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of
Eisenhower to the Era of Obama in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Mark Carlton:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family
or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Getting
Religion: Faith, Culture, and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama which is keeping the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Donald Edmond:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the
library. They go to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not



important, boring and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very
important in your case. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Getting Religion: Faith, Culture,
and Politics from the Age of Eisenhower to the Era of Obama can make you truly feel more interested to
read.
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