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An enthralling, definitive new history of the Bolshoi Ballet, where visionary performances onstage
compete with political machinations backstage.

On a freezing night in January 2013, a hooded assailant hurled acid in the face of the artistic director of the
Bolshoi Ballet. The crime, organized by a lead soloist, dragged one of Russia’s most illustrious
institutions into scandal. The Bolshoi Theater had been a crown jewel during the reign of the tsars and an
emblem of Soviet power throughout the twentieth century. Under Putin in the twenty-first century, it has
been called on to preserve a priceless artistic legacy and mirror Russia’s neo-imperial ambitions. The attack
and its torrid aftermath underscored the importance of the Bolshoi to the art of ballet, to Russia, and to the
world.

The acid attack resonated far beyond the world of ballet, both into Russia’s political infrastructure and, as
renowned musicologist Simon Morrison shows in his tour-de-force account, the very core of the Bolshoi’s
unparalleled history. With exclusive access to state archives and private sources, Morrison sweeps us
through the history of the storied ballet, describing the careers of those onstage as well as off, tracing the
political ties that bind the institution to the varying Russian regimes, and detailing the birth of some of the
best-loved ballets in the repertoire.

From its disreputable beginnings in 1776 at the hand of a Faustian charlatan, the Bolshoi became a point of
pride for the tsarist empire after the defeat of Napoleon in 1812. After the revolution, Moscow was
transformed from a merchant town to a global capital, its theater becoming a key site of power. Meetings of
the Communist Party were hosted at the Bolshoi, and the Soviet Union was signed into existence on its
stage. During the Soviet years, artists struggled with corrosive censorship, while ballet joined
chess tournaments and space exploration as points of national pride and Cold War contest. Recently, a $680
million restoration has restored the Bolshoi to its former glory, even as prized talent has departed.

As Morrison reveals in lush and insightful prose, the theater has been bombed, rigged with explosives, and
reinforced with cement. Its dancers have suffered unimaginable physical torment to climb the ranks,
sometimes for so little money that they kept cows at home whose milk they could sell for food. But the
Bolshoi has transcended its own fraught history, surviving 250 years of artistic and political upheaval
to define not only Russian culture but also ballet itself. In this sweeping, definitive account, Morrison
demonstrates once and for all that, as Russia goes, so goes the Bolshoi Ballet.

16 pages of illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Walter Gagne:

Within other case, little people like to read book Bolshoi Confidential: Secrets of the Russian Ballet from the
Rule of the Tsars to Today. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know
about how is important a new book Bolshoi Confidential: Secrets of the Russian Ballet from the Rule of the
Tsars to Today. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely
right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's learn.

David Smith:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Bolshoi Confidential: Secrets of the
Russian Ballet from the Rule of the Tsars to Today book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Effie Phillips:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Bolshoi Confidential: Secrets of the
Russian Ballet from the Rule of the Tsars to Today is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

William Ochoa:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Bolshoi Confidential: Secrets of the
Russian Ballet from the Rule of the Tsars to Today guide written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
uncertainty Bolshoi Confidential: Secrets of the Russian Ballet from the Rule of the Tsars to Today as good
book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book
by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at



sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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