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According to an old tradition preserved in the Palestinian Targums, the Hebrew Bible is "the Book of
Memories." The sacred past recalled in the Bible serves as a model and wellspring for the present. The
remembered past, says Ronald Hendel, is the material with which biblical Israel constructed its identity as a
people, a religion, and a culture. It is a mixture of history, collective memory, folklore, and literary
brilliance, and is often colored by political and religious interests.
In Israel's formative years, these memories circulated orally in the context of family and tribe. Over time
they came to be crystallized in various written texts. The Hebrew Bible is a vast compendium of writings,
spanning a thousand-year period from roughly the twelfth to the second century BCE, and representing
perhaps a small slice of the writings of that period. The texts are often overwritten by later texts, creating a
complex pastiche of text, reinterpretation, and commentary. The religion and culture of ancient Israel are
expressed by these texts, and in no small part also created by them, as they formulate new or altered
conceptions of the sacred past. Remembering Abraham explores the interplay of culture, history, and
memory in the Hebrew Bible. Hendel examines the Hebrew Bible's portrayal of Israel and its history, and
correlates the biblical past with our own sense of the past. He addresses the ways that culture, memory, and
history interweave in the self-fashioning of Israel's identity, and in the biblical portrayals of the patriarchs,
the Exodus, and King Solomon. A concluding chapter explores the broad horizons of the biblical sense of the
past.
This accessibly written book represents the mature thought of one of our leading scholars of the Hebrew
Bible.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley McKay:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Remembering Abraham:
Culture, Memory, and History in the Hebrew Bible book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Daniele Vaugh:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Remembering
Abraham: Culture, Memory, and History in the Hebrew Bible suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled Remembering Abraham: Culture, Memory,
and History in the Hebrew Bibleis the main of several books that will everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that
you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Myrtie Hammond:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Remembering Abraham: Culture, Memory,
and History in the Hebrew Bible book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism
Remembering Abraham: Culture, Memory, and History in the Hebrew Bible as good book not only by the
cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Edward Sullivan:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Remembering Abraham: Culture, Memory, and History in the Hebrew Bible can



make you really feel more interested to read.
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