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This magnificent book is the first comprehensive history of statistics from its beginnings around 1700 to its
emergence as a distinct and mature discipline around 1900. Stephen M. Stigler shows how statistics arose
from the interplay of mathematical concepts and the needs of several applied sciences including astronomy,
geodesy, experimental psychology, genetics, and sociology. He addresses many intriguing questions: How
did scientists learn to combine measurements made under different conditions? And how were they led to
use probability theory to measure the accuracy of the result? Why were statistical methods used successfully
in astronomy long before they began to play a significant role in the social sciences? How could the
introduction of least squares predate the discovery of regression by more than eighty years? On what grounds
can the major works of men such as Bernoulli, De Moivre, Bayes, Quetelet, and Lexis be considered partial
failures, while those of Laplace, Galton, Edgeworth, Pearson, and Yule are counted as successes? How did
Galton’s probability machine (the quincunx) provide him with the key to the major advance of the last half
of the nineteenth century?

Stigler’s emphasis is upon how, when, and where the methods of probability theory were developed for
measuring uncertainty in experimental and observational science, for reducing uncertainty, and as a
conceptual framework for quantitative studies in the social sciences. He describes with care the scientific
context in which the different methods evolved and identifies the problems (conceptual or mathematical) that
retarded the growth of mathematical statistics and the conceptual developments that permitted major
breakthroughs.

Statisticians, historians of science, and social and behavioral scientists will gain from this book a deeper
understanding of the use of statistical methods and a better grasp of the promise and limitations of such
techniques. The product of ten years of research, The History of Statistics will appeal to all who are
interested in the humanistic study of science.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Sanchez:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled The History of
Statistics: The Measurement of Uncertainty before 1900? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Alberto Holbrook:

The experience that you get from The History of Statistics: The Measurement of Uncertainty before 1900
may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get serious about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The History of Statistics: The
Measurement of Uncertainty before 1900 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having
this kind of The History of Statistics: The Measurement of Uncertainty before 1900 instantly.

Ronald Moffatt:

The actual book The History of Statistics: The Measurement of Uncertainty before 1900 will bring one to the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book The History of Statistics: The Measurement
of Uncertainty before 1900 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Ester Beckles:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book The History of Statistics: The Measurement of Uncertainty before
1900 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
features high quality.
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