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Evocative, funny and full of life, this is a beautifully observed childhood memoir of growing up in colonial
Hong Kong in the 1950s.

As an inquisitive seven-year-old, Martin Booth found himself with the whole of Hong Kong at his feet when
his father was posted there in the early 1950s. Unrestricted by parental control, he had free access to hidden
corners of the colony normally closed to a Gweilo, a “pale fellow” like him. Befriending rickshaw coolies
and local stallholders, he learned Cantonese, sampled delicacies such as boiled water beetles and one-
hundred-year-old eggs, and participated in colourful festivals. He even entered the forbidden Kowloon
Walled City, wandered into the secret lair of the Triads and visited an opium den. Along the way he
encountered a colourful array of people, from the plink plonk man with his dancing monkey to Nagasaki Jim,
a drunken child molester, and the Queen of Kowloon, the crazed tramp who may have been a member of the
Romanov family.

Shadowed by the unhappiness of his warring parents, a broad-minded mother who, like her son, was keen to
embrace all things Chinese, and a bigoted father who was enraged by his family’s interest in “going native,”
Martin Booth’s compelling memoir is a journey into Chinese culture and an extinct colonial way of life that
glows with infectious curiosity and humour.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Trimm:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Gweilo: Memories of a Hong
Kong Childhood. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Lorraine Briggs:

The particular book Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood has a lot of information on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Adam Perlman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong
Childhood reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood as
good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate
book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Suanne Barnwell:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This book Gweilo: Memories of a Hong Kong Childhood was filled with regards to
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy
to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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