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Thoughtful, poignant, and hilarious personal essays collected by the editors of Creative Nonfiction
explore the meanings of Italian-American identity.

In the twenty-one nonfiction narratives collected in Our Roots Are Deep with Passion, established and
emerging writers with family ties to Italy reflect on the ways that their lives have been accented with
uniquely Italian-American flavors. Several of the essays breathe new life into the time-honored theme of
family—Louise DeSalvo honors her grandfather, nick-named “the drunk” because he spent his life of hard
work drinking wine instead of water, and James Vescovi portrays the close of the stormy relationship
between his father and grandmother. Other stories tackle the mystical side of Italian-American life, like
Laura Valeri’s account of a summer vacation séance in Sardinia that goes eerily awry. And elsewhere,
Stephanie Susnjara charts the history of garlic in society and her kitchen, and Gina Barreca offers an
unabashed confession of congenital jealousy.

Lee Gutkind, founding editor of Creative Nonfiction, the nation’s premier nonfiction prose literary journal,
and Joanna Clapps Herman have brought together artful essays by novelists, scholars, critics, and memoirists
from across the country. The pieces are as varied as their authors, but all explore the unique intersections of
language, tradition, cuisine, and culture that characterize the diverse experience of Americans of Italian
heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

This book untitled Our Roots Are Deep with Passion to be one of several books that best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Craig Palmer:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the book untitled Our Roots Are Deep with Passion can be fine book to read.
May be it could be best activity to you.

Arlene Miller:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The Our Roots Are Deep
with Passion offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Blanche Jackson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere?
It fine you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Our Roots Are
Deep with Passion which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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