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This book includes an exclusive Q&A with filmmaker Albert Maysles. Selected by the Library of
Congress as one of the most significant American films ever made, Salesman (1966-9) is a landmark in non-
fiction cinema, equivalent in its impact and influence to Truman Capote's 'non-fiction novel' In Cold Blood.

The film follows a team of travelling Bible salesmen on the road in Massachusetts, Chicago, and Florida,
where the American dream of self-reliant entrepreneurship goes badly wrong for protagonist Paul Brennan.
Long acknowledged as a high-water mark of the 'direct cinema' movement, this ruefully comic and quietly
devastating film was the first masterpiece of Albert Maysles, David Maysles and Charlotte Zwerin, the trio
who would go on to produce The Rolling Stones documentary, Gimme Shelter (1970).

Based on the premise that films drawn from ordinary life could compete with Hollywood extravaganzas,
Salesman was critical in shaping 'the documentary feature'. A novel cinema-going experience for its time, the
film was independently produced, designed for theatrical release and presented without voiceover narration,
interviews, or talking heads. Working with innovative handheld equipment, and experimenting with eclectic
methods and a collaborative ethos, the Maysles brothers and Zwerin produced a carefully-orchestrated
narrative drama fashioned from unexpected episodes.

J. M. Tyree suggests that Salesman can be understood as a case study of non-fiction cinema, raising
perennial questions about reality and performance. His analysis provides an historical and cultural context
for the film, considering its place in world cinema and its critical representations of dearly-held national
myths. The style of Salesman still makes other documentaries look static and immobile, while the film's
allegiances to everyday subjects and working people indelibly marked the cinema.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Larios:

With other case, little folks like to read book Salesman (BFI Film Classics). You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book Salesman (BFI Film
Classics). You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we could open a book or
even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Sang Weems:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book
Salesman (BFI Film Classics). All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Denise Rutledge:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Salesman (BFI Film
Classics) book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Shantel McCary:

Here thing why that Salesman (BFI Film Classics) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Salesman (BFI Film Classics) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no book that similar with Salesman (BFI Film Classics). It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method
home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Salesman
(BFI Film Classics) in e-book can be your alternate.
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